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No deal to end 
shutdown; Hump says 
'could be a long time 1 


By USA MASCAR0 and 
CATHERINE UUCEY 
Associated Pless 
WASHINGTON (AP) — No 

one budged at President 
Donald Trump's White 
House meeting with 
congressional leaders 
Wednesday, so the partial 
government shutdown 
persisted through a 12th 
day over his demand for 
billions of dollars to build a 
wall along the U.S. border 
with Mexico. They'll try 


again Friday. 

In one big change, the 
new Congress convenes 
Thursday with Democrats 
taking majority control of 
the House, and Democratic 
leader Nancy Pelosi said 
outside the White House 
that there would be rapid 
passage of legislation to 
re-open the government 
— without funds for the 
borderwall. 

Continued on Rage 3 
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AREA CLOSED 


Because of a lapse in federal appropriations, this 
national park facility is closed for the safety of 
visitors and park resources. 


Please visit www.nps.gov and select “Find a 
Park" for additional information about access 
to other parks and sites in this area. 



A closed sign isdisplayed ona dooratthe Lincoln Memorial in Washington, Tuesday, Jan. 1,2019, 
asa partial government shutdown stretc hes into its third week. 

Associated Press 
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Trump gives new Pentagon chief a taste of his world view 



Acting Secretary of Defense Patrick Shanahan, right; listens as Resident Donald Tnimp speaks during a cabinet meeting at the 
White House, Wednesday, Jan. 2,2019, in Washington. 

Associated Press 


By ROBERT BURNS 
AP National Security Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — On 

his first working day in 
charge of the Pentagon, 
Pat Shanahan got a taste 
of President Donald Trump's 
scattershot way of looking 
at the world. 

As Shanahan sat to Trump's 
left at a Cabinet meeting 
at the White House, the 
president denounced U.S. 
allies as freeloaders, ex¬ 
pressed disgust with U.S. 
warfighting strategy in Af¬ 
ghanistan, mused about 
his own potential to be a 
great general, dismissed 
Syria as "sand and death," 
spoke encouragingly of a 
second North Korea sum¬ 
mit, and fa Isely c la imed he 
had fired former Defense 
SecretaryJ im Mattis 
It was a very public re¬ 
minder of the challenges 
that Shanahan, as acting 
defense secretary, facesas 
he navigates the complex 
terrain that led to the early 
end of his predecessor's 
tenure. 

At one point, Trump turned 
to Shanahan with an un¬ 
usual demand. 

The commander in chief 
said audits of Pentagon 
war spending must be "pri¬ 


vate"— an apparent refer¬ 
ence to reports produced 
by the Special Inspector 
General for Afghanistan 
Reconstruction. Trump as¬ 
serted that the reports give 
away too much informa¬ 
tion and should not be 
publicly released, although 
the law that created that 
watchdog's office says its 
reports must be made pub¬ 
lic. 

Trump wished Mattis well 
in the retired Marine gen¬ 
eral's return to private life 
aftertwo tumultuous years 
leading the Pentagon. But 
Trump also took a swipe at 
the man he had approv¬ 
ingly called "Mad Dog Mat¬ 
tis" when he hired him short¬ 
ly after winning election in 
2016. 

'What's he done for me?" 
Trump asked. "How has he 
done in Afghanistan? Not 
too good." 

He added, "President 
Obama fired him, and es¬ 
sentially so did I." 

Trump did not explain his 
complaint about Mattis' 
approach to the war. But 
Trump hinted that he had 
irreconcilable differences 
with Mattis on what Trump 
views as an unfair defense 
relationship with a Hies such 


as NATO. Trump suggested 
that Shanahan, who took 
overasacting defense sec¬ 
retary when Mattis ended 
his tenure Monday, agrees 
with him on this. 

'We have some great a Hies, 
but a lot of our allies were 
taking advantage of our 
taxpayers and our coun¬ 
try," Trump said. 'We can't 
let that happen, and Pat 
Shanahan agrees with that 
and he's agreed with that 
for a long time. And that 
was very important to me. 

"I couldn'tgetotherpeople 
to understand it," Trump 
said, apparently referring 
to Mattis, who argued for 
higher defense spending 
by NATO a Hies but d id so in 
a no nc o nfro nta tio na I wa y. 
In a resignation letter that 
amounted to a rebuke of 
Trump's view on how to 
treat alliances and adver¬ 
saries, Mattis wrote, "My 
views on treating allies 
with respect and also be¬ 
ing clear-eyed about both 
malignactorsand strategic 
competitors are strongly 
held and informed by over 
four decades of immersion 
in these issues" 

Mattis submitted his resig¬ 
nation on Dec. 20 after a 
series of policy disagree¬ 


ments with Trump, includ¬ 
ing the president's decision 
to withdraw troops from 
Syria. Mattis said he would 
stay until the end of Febru¬ 
ary, but on Dec. 23 Trump 
announced thatShanahan 
would take over Jan. 1, 
speeding up Mattis'depar¬ 
ture. 

In his Cabinet meeting re¬ 
marks with reporters pres¬ 
ent, Trump said he was in 
no rush to get U.S. troops 
out of Syria but did not clar¬ 
ify a timetable. Mattis and 
other Trump advisers tried 
unsuccessfully to persuade 
Trump to stay in Syria long 
enough to ensure that the 
Islamic State group, which 
has largely been defeated 
on the battlefield, can¬ 
not regroup. Nor did the 
president clarify plans in 
Afghanistan, where he has 
ordered a troop reduction 
on an unspecified time¬ 
table. Shanahan, who had 
served as deputy to Mattis 
since J uly 2017, is a career 
business executive with no 
prior government or military 
experience. Hisviewson al¬ 
liance relations and other 
key defense issues are not 
well known. As the deputy 
secretary he had focused 
the budget as well as a 


Trump favorite topic: devel- 
opmentofa Space Force. 
At a morning meeting at 
the Pentagon with the 
military service secretaries 
and other top civilian of¬ 
ficials, Shanahan said he 
was focused on the de¬ 
fense strategy developed 
during Mattis'tenure. It em¬ 
phasizes the importance of 
great power competition 
with Russia and China, af¬ 
ter America's many years 
of fighting insurgent wars in 
the Middle East. 

In that context, Shanahan 
said the Pentagon leaders 
should remember, 'China, 
China, China," according 
to one official, who was not 
authorized to publicly dis¬ 
cuss internal defense meet¬ 
ings and spoke on condi¬ 
tion of anonymity. 

The Trump administration 
has had a rocky relation¬ 
ship with China. Uke the 
Obama administration, 
Trump's government is con¬ 
cerned by what it calls 
China's militarization of dis¬ 
puted areas in the South 
China Sea and by its ad¬ 
vances in certain high-tech 
weaponry. 

Separately, Shanahan's 
spokesman, Lt. Col. Joe 
Buccino, said that as part of 
Shanahan's ethics agree¬ 
ment he had stepped 
aside himself 'for the dura¬ 
tion of his service" at the 
Pentagon from "matters 
in which the Boeing Com¬ 
pany is a party." Shanahan 
had worked for Boeing for 
31 years, including in posi¬ 
tions overseeing big de¬ 
fense programs. It'sunclear 
whether Trump will nomi¬ 
nate Shanahan for Senate 
confirmation as defense 
secretary ortum to another 
candidate. With Shanahan 
moving up from deputy 
secretary to acting secre¬ 
tary, the Pentagon's bud¬ 
get chief, David Norquist, 
has been chosen to fill in 
temporarily as the deputy 
secretary, according to 
Pentagon spokesman Tom 
Crosson. Shanahan, a na¬ 
tive of Washington state, 
holdsa bachelorofscience 
degree in mechanical en¬ 
gineering from the Univer¬ 
sity of Washington and two 
advanced degrees from 
the Massachusetts Institute 
of Techno logyO 
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SHWDOWN 
Continued from Front 

But the White House has re¬ 
jected that package, and 
Trump said ahead of the 
session with the congressio¬ 
nal leaders that the partial 
shutdown will last "as long 
as it takes" to get the fund¬ 
ing he wants 

"Could be a long time or 
could be quickly," Trump 
said during lengthy com¬ 
ments at a Cabinet meet¬ 
ing at the White House, his 
first public appearance of 
the new year. Meanwhile, 
the shutdown dragged 
through a second week, 
closing some parks and 
leaving hundreds of thou- 
sandsof fed era I employees 
without pay. 

Democrats said they 
asked Trump directly dur¬ 
ing Wednesday's private 
meeting held in the Situa¬ 
tion Room why he wouldn't 
consider their package of 
bills. One measure would 
open most of the shuttered 
government departments 
at funding levels already 
agreed to by all sides Ihe 
other would provide tem¬ 
porary funding for Home¬ 
land Security, through Feb. 
8, allowing talks to continue 
over border security. 

"I said, Mr. President, Give 
me one good reason why 
you should continue your 
shutdown," Senate Minor¬ 
ity Leader Chuck Schumer 
said afterward. "He could 
not give a good answer." 
Added Schumer, 'We 
would hope they would re¬ 
consider." 

House Republican lead¬ 
er Kevin McCarthy said 
there's no need to prolong 
the shutdown and he was 
disappointed the talks did 
not produce a resolution. 
He complained that Dem¬ 
ocrats interrupted Home¬ 


land Security officials who 
were trying to describe a 
dire situation at the border. 
'We were hopeful that we 
could get more of a nego¬ 
tiation,"said McCarthy. 

He said the leaders plan to 
return to the White House 
Friday to continue negotia¬ 
tions 

The two sides have trad¬ 
ed offers, but their talks 
broke down ahead of the 
holidays. On Wednesday, 
Trump also rejected his own 
administration'sofferto ac¬ 
cept $2.5 billion forthe wa II. 
lhat offerwas made when 
Vice President Mike Pence 
and other top officials met 
with Schumer at the start of 
the shutdown. Instead, on 
Wednesday Trump repeat¬ 
edly pushed forthe $5.6 bil¬ 
lion he hasdemanded. 
Making his case ahead of 
the afternoon session with 
Democratic and Repub¬ 
lican leaders, he said the 
current border is "like a 
sieve" and noted the tear 
gas'flying "overnight to de¬ 
ter a niva Is 

"If they knew they couldn't 
come through, they 
wouldn't even start,"Trump 
said at the meeting, joined 
by Cabinet secretaries 
and top advisers, including 
Jared Kushnerand Ivanka 
Trump. 

Trump complained that he 
had been "lonely" at the 
White House during the hol¬ 
iday break, having skipped 
his getaway to Mar-a-Lago 
in Florida. He claimed his 
only companions were the 
"machine gunners," refer¬ 
ring to security personnel, 
and 'they don't wave, they 
don't smile." He also criti¬ 
cized Pelosi for visiting Ha¬ 
waii. 

At the Capitol on Wednes 
day, Pelosi said she hoped 
Republicans and the White 


House "are hearing what 
we have offered" to end 
the shutdown. 

Trump contended the 
Democrats see the shut¬ 
down fight as "an election 
point" as he celebrated his 
own first two years in office. 
He promised "six mo re years 
of great success." 

Ihe partial government 
shutdown began on Dec. 
22. Funding for the wall 
has been the sticking point 
in passing funding bills for 
several government de¬ 
partments Pelosi, who 
is expected to become 
speaker on Thursday, said 
Tuesday that Democrats 
would take action to "end 
the Trump Shutdown" by 
passing legislation Thursday 



House Democratic leader Rep. Nancy Pelosi of California, and 
Senate Minority Leader Chuck Schumer, D-N.Y., walk to speak 
with reporters after a meeting with Resident Donald Trump on 
bolder security atthe White House, Wednesday, J an. 2,2019, in 
Washington. 

Assoc iated Press 

to reopen government. take yes for an answer," 
'We are giving the Repub- she wrote in a letter to 
lie a ns the opportunity to colleaguesO 
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Vtanen plans Iowa trip in another step toward 2020 campaign 



Sen. Elizabeth Warren, D-Mass., speaks to reporters as she walks down a hall atthe Massachusetts 
State house, Wednesday, Jan. 2, 2019, in Boston. 

Associated Press 
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By SIEVE Le BLANC 
BOSTON (AP) — Sen. Eliza¬ 
beth Warren is preparing to 
bring a populist message 
to Iowa voters just days 
after taking her first major 
step toward launching a 
campaign for president. 
The Massachusetts Dem¬ 
ocrat told reporters on 
Wednesday that she's 
planning to visit the state 
with the nation's first presi¬ 
dential caucuses after be¬ 
ing sworn in on Thursday to 
a second Senate term. 
Warren said that Wash¬ 
ington "works great for the 
wealthy and the well-con¬ 
nected "but tha tit need sto 
workforeverybody else. 
'This is a moment in Amer¬ 
ica where people really 
want to get the foe us back 
on the points that touch 
their lives, about things like 
student loans and what it 
costs to get a prescription 
filled," Warren said after 
a swearing-in ceremony 
for state lawmakers at the 
M a ssa c husetts Sta te ho use. 
Warren on Monday an¬ 
nounced she's launching 
an exploratory committee 
for president. 

She is the most prominent 
Democrat yet in what is ex¬ 
pected to be a crowded 
field of fellow contenders 
hoping to retake the White 
House from Republican 
President Donald Trump in 
2020 . 

The former Harvard law 
professor made a name for 
herself a decade ago with 
calls for greater consumer 
protections, which led to 
the creation of the Con¬ 
sumer Financial Protection 
Bureau under former Dem¬ 
ocratic President Barack 
Obama. 

Warren said she plans to 
run on many of those same 
basic economic issues, 
which she said have been 
made even more precari¬ 
ous by Washington politics. 
"I believe that Washington 


is corrupt," she said. "I see it 
firsthand." 

Warren was been a favor¬ 
ite target of Trump, who 
frequently calls her "Poca¬ 
hontas" — a reference to 
Warren's claims of Native 
American heritage. Warren 
in October released a DNA 
test meant to bolster those 
claims, but the test seemed 
only to generate more con¬ 
troversy for Warren. The test 
indicated that Warren likely 
had Native American in her 
bloodline, though the an¬ 
cestor probably lived six to 
10 generations ago. Some 
critics complained that the 
genetic analysis cheap¬ 
ened the identities of tribal 
memberswith deeperties 
Trump told Fox News Chan¬ 
nel's "All-American New 
Year" in an interview Mon¬ 
day that he hopes Warren 
runs. 

'We'll see how she does," 
he said. "I wish her well. I 
hope she doeswell. I'd love 
to run against her." 

Warren plans to start her 
swing through Iowa on Fri¬ 
day with a stop at an or¬ 
ganizing event in Council 
Bluffs followed by similar 
events on Saturday in Sioux 
City and Des Moines and 
a roundtable discussion in 
Storm Lake. 

Warren also defended her 
decision to hosta live Insta- 
gram event on New Year's 
Eve from the kitchen of her 
home in Cambridge, Mas¬ 
sachusetts. The live feed 
showed her drinking a 
beer, petting her dog and 
taking questions from view¬ 
ers — an event some de¬ 
rided asawkward. 

"It's one more way to be 
able just to invite people 
into your home. I wish I 
could just open the door 
and have lots of folks in, but 
this is a way to do it," she 
said, adding that her beer 
of choice isMichelob Ultra, 
what she called 'the club 
soda of beers'O 
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Michigan man held for spying in 
Russia was frequent visitor 



This undated photo provided by the VUhelan family shows Raul Whelan in Iceland. 

Associated Press 


By COREY WILLIAMS 
Associated Press 
DEIROIT(AP) — As a Staff 
sergeantwiththe Marinesin 
Iraq, Paul Whelan enjoyed 
fine cigars and showed an 
affinity for Russia — even 
spending two weeksof mili¬ 
tary leave in Moscow and 
St. Petersburg instead of at 
home in the U.S. with fam¬ 
ily and friends.lhe 48-year- 
old Detroit-area man had 
an account on a Russian 
social media site, where he 
posted festive notes on the 
country's national holidays 
Now, he'sunderamest there 
on espionage allegations 
Whelan has visited Russia 
since at least 2007 and was 
there again for a friend's 
wedding, showing other 
guestsaround, said histwin 
brother, David Whelan. He 
wasdue to return home on 
J an. 6, the brother said. 

U.S. officialsare seeking an¬ 
swers about Paul Whelan's 
arrest on spying charges. 
Ihe Russian Federal Security 
Service, orFSB, said Whelan 
was caught "during an es¬ 
pionage operation," but 
gave no details. 

U.S. Ambassador to Russia 
Jon Huntsman Jr. visited 
Whelan on Wednesday in 
Moscow's Lefortovo Prison, 
the State Department said. 
"Ambassador Huntsman 
expressed his support for 
Mr. Whelan and offered 
the embassy's assistance," 
it sa id. 

He also spoke by phone 
with Whelan's family, the 
statement added, but did 
not disclose any details 
"due to privacy consider¬ 
ations for Mr. Whelan and 
his family." 

According to what to ap¬ 
pears to be Paul Whelan's 
profile on the popular Rus¬ 
sian social media platform 
VKontakte, he posted 'God 
save President Trump" — 
flanked byflag emojis—on 
Inauguration Day in 2016. A 
2010 post referred to then- 
President Barack Obama 
asa "moron." 

Another photo showed 
Whelan wearing a T-shirt of 
the Moscow soccer club 
Spartak. In March 2014, 
around the time of Rus¬ 


sia's annexation of Crimea, 
Whelan suggested that 
"Putin can have Alaska, as 
long as he takes Sarah Pal¬ 
in, too!" And a photo post¬ 
ed in August shows Whelan 
attending a security con¬ 
ference organized by the 
U.S. State Department. 
David Whelan disputes 
Russia's allegation that his 
brother is a spy. 

Former CIA agent John 
Sip her agrees, saying Paul 
Whelan's spotty military ca¬ 
reer would keep U.S. intel¬ 
ligence from hiring him for 
sensitive operations. 

"He absolutely does not fit 
the profile of someone we 
would use in a place like 
Moscow," said Sipher, who 
once ran the agency's Rus¬ 
sia operations in Moscow. 
"Due to the oppressive level 
of counterintelligence scru¬ 
tiny in Moscow, we do not 
put people without diplo¬ 
matic immunity in harm's 
way. Nor do we handle 
low-level intelligence col¬ 
lection operations in a 
place like Moscow." 

Paul Whelan attended high 
school in Ann Arbor, west 
of Detroit, and joined the 
Marine Corps Reserves in 
1994. A decade later, he 
was made a staff sergeant 
and wasdeployed twice to 
Iraq, in 2004and 2006. 

His la st d uty a ssig nme nt wa s 
with the Marine Air Control 
Group 38 Headquarters, 


3rd Marine Aircraft Wing; 
Marine Corps Air Station 
in Miramar, California. He 
specialized in administra¬ 
tive posts. 

While stationed in Iraq, 
Whelan was part of some¬ 
thing called the Lamplight- 
er'sClub, a group of service 
memberswho gottogether 
to enjoy good cigars. 
"It'sone of the unique plea¬ 
sure s that anyone can take 
advantage of, as every¬ 
one should take advan¬ 
tage of a fine cigar once 
in a while," Whelan said in 
a 2007 interview posted 
on the 3rd Marine Aircraft 
Wing page of the Marine 
Corpswebsite. 

Whelan also was part of 
'The Restand Recuperation 
Leave Program,"which au¬ 
thorized 15 days of leave to 
service members on year¬ 
long deployments to Iraq, 
according to another2007 
story on the website . The 
military paid for the travel 
and most service members 
chose to return home, but 
others could travel abroad. 
Whela n spent his two weeks 
in Russia, saying in the inter¬ 
view that the leave pro¬ 
gram "givesthose of uswho 
are single an opportunity to 
travel throughout the world 
wherever we want to go 
and experience the diver¬ 
sity of culture." 

During his military career, 
Whelan received awards 


that included the Navy 
Meritorious Unit Commen¬ 
dation and Global War 
on Terrorism Expeditionary 
Medal, but he ran afoul of 
the military and was con¬ 
victed in 2008 on larceny- 
related charges at a spe¬ 
cial court-martial. Whelan 
saw his rank stripped, was 
demoted to private and 
discharged for bad con¬ 
duct. 

He went on to start 
Kingsmead Arsenal, an on¬ 
line firearms business, from 
his Novi, Michigan, home, 
and worked for Troy, Mich¬ 
igan-based temporary 
staffing firm Kelly Services 
until 2017. 

Whelan testified in a 2013 
deposition in a federal 
court case involving Kelly 
Services that he worked as 
senior manager of global 
security and investigations 
forthe company. 

He was hired in 2017 by Au¬ 
burn Hills, Michigan-based 
BorgWamer and currently 
is the auto parts supplier's 
global security director. 

"He is responsible for over¬ 
seeing security at our fa¬ 
cilities in Auburn Hills, Michi¬ 
gan, and at other com¬ 
pany locations around the 
world," company spokes¬ 
woman Kathy Graham said 
Tuesday in a statement. 

She said BorgWamer does 
not have any facilities in 
Russia .□ 
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Young immigrants seeking refuge from abuse face denials 


By AMY TAXIN and DEEPII 
HAJELA 

Associated Press 
LOS ANG ELES (AP) — Some 
immigrant youth looking 
to start over in the United 
States after fleeing abusive 
homesare seeing theirap- 
plications for green cards 
rejected because the 
Trump administration says 
they're too old. 

A U.S. govemmentprogram 
in place since 1990 has let 
young immigrants subject 
to abuse, abandonment or 
neglectbya parentseeka 
court-appointed guardian 
and a green card to stay in 
the country. 

While applicants must file 
paperwork before age 21, 
the Trump administration 
has said some are too old 
to qualify once they turn 18, 
prompting a flurry of denial 
notices over the past year 
in New York, Texas and 
California and additional 
questions of applicants in 
New J ersey. 

Immigrant advocates have 
filed lawsuits in New York 
and California and said 
hundreds of young people 
could be affected by the 
change. 

'This administration is liter¬ 
ally going aftersome of the 
most vulnerable people 
trying to seek relief," said 
Mary Tanagho Ross, an 
appellate staff attorney at 
Los Angeles-based Public 
Counsel's immigrant rights 
project. 

The Trump administration 
has been pushing to hard¬ 
en the U.S. borderand slash 
immigration with a series 
of steps targeting Central 
American children who ar¬ 
rive on the border a lone or 
with relatives Former Attor¬ 
ney General Jeff Sessions 
sought to make it tougher 
for young immigrants flee¬ 
ing gangs or domestic 
violence to win asylum — 
though some guidance 
he issued on such cases 
was recently blocked by 
a federal judge. And the 
U.S. government has been 
slowerto release immigrant 
children caught on the bor- 
derto family in the country. 
The program is the best 
chance for many of the 
thousands of young immi¬ 
grants arriving on the bor- 
derto be allowed to stay in 


the U.S. UnderU.S. law, they 
can apply for green cards 
once a designated court 
in the U.S. state where they 
live assigns them a guard¬ 


ian and declares they are 
eligible to apply. 

A now-22-year-old woman 
in Northern California, who 
requested anonymity out 
offearthe U.S. government 
will retaliate against her for 
speaking out,fled herMexi- 
can immigrant parents' 
home in high school after 
herfather repeatedly beat 
her. 

She was taken in by a 
teacher, who helped her 
get started in college and 
took care of her when she 
was diagnosed with can¬ 
cer. When a judge formally 
named the teacher her le¬ 
gal guardian it was a huge 
relief, she said. But she later 
learned the U.S. govern¬ 
ment wouldn't accept the 
court's order for her green 
card application. She 
dropped to the floor and 
sobbed, she said. 

"I just couldn't believe I was 
going to have to try to de¬ 
fend myself again," she 


said. "I don't refer to her by 
her na me or that she's my 
guardian — I just call her 
mom." 

More than 50,000 young 


immigrants have obtained 
green cards by qualifying 
for special immigrant juve¬ 
nile status since 2010. The 
overwhelming majority of 
applications have been 
approved by U.S. Citizen¬ 
ship and Immigration Ser¬ 
vices, making the program 
a safer bet for many im¬ 
migrant children seeking 
refuge in the United States 
than pleading a case be¬ 
fore an immigration officer 
orjudge forasylum. 
Applications to the pro¬ 
gram have surged in re¬ 
cent years, rising more than 
three-fold between the 
2014 and 2017 fiscal years, 
federal data shows. Dur¬ 
ing that time, the number 
of denials also increased, 
with 2,000 applications re¬ 
jected over the past two 
fiscal years— more than all 
of the previous seven years 
combined. 

The change was most no¬ 
table in the nine months 


ending in J une 2018, when 
one in five applications 
that were decided were 
denied, the data shows. 
About 7 percent of appli¬ 


cation decisions in the 2017 
fiscal yea rand 4 percent of 
decisions in the 2016 fiscal 
year were denials. 

The U.S. government start¬ 
ed reviewing applications 
at a centralized location 
in late 2016 to improve effi¬ 
ciency. The following year, 
U.S. Citizenship and Im¬ 
migration Services sought 
legal guidance from the 
agency's Office of Chief 
Counsel for cases involv¬ 
ing immigrant children who 
turned 18 before their pa¬ 
perwork had been com¬ 
pleted and determined 
that a state court order is 
only valid if that court has 
the authority to reunite 
children with their parents, 
which many don't, accord¬ 
ing to agency officials. 

As a result, 260 cases were 
denied, they said, adding 
that the agency may have 
previously approved some 
cases that it should not 
have. USCIS officials said 


they could not comment 
on pending litigation, but 
said the agency "contin¬ 
ues to ensure that children 
who have been abused, 
abandoned or neglected 
receive the humanitarian 
benefits they are eligible 
for." 

Beth Krause, supervising 
attorney of the immigrant 
youth project at Legal Aid 
in New York, said the fed¬ 
eral immigration agency 
doesn't have the authority 
to question state law, which 
in New York expressly a Hows 
courtsto issue guardianship 
orders to cover this age 
group. 

"USCIS changed their poli¬ 
cy and they changed their 
policy in a way that is ar¬ 
bitrary and capricious be¬ 
cause it doesn't comport 
with the federal statute" 
that says young people 
have until age 21, said 
Krause, who is represent¬ 
ing young immigrants in 
the New York filing. 'They're 
getting it wrong." 

In California, a federal 
judge has blocked the U.S. 
government from denying 
the young immigrants' cas- 
esfornow. The state enact¬ 
ed a law several years ago 
expressly allowing probate 
courtsto issue ordersforim- 
migrantswho are between 
18 and 21 so they can ap¬ 
ply to participate in the 
federal program. 

In response to the Trump 
administration's changes, 
immigrant advocates said 
they are also changing 
how they try to help these 
young applicants. Often, 
attorneys are looking into 
alternative ways to get 
these youth on stable le¬ 
gal footing in the United 
States, for example, apply¬ 
ing forasylum in addition to 
special immigrant juvenile 
status, said Priya Konings, 
deputy director of legal 
services at Kids in Need of 
Defense. 

"It is just creating extra work 
for us — which is fine —but 
overburdening an already 
almost broken system," 
Konings said. "It's incredibly 
obvious that the adminis¬ 
tration is targeting immi¬ 
grants at large, particularly 
unaccompanied minors, 
and they're doing it on ev¬ 
ery front.'□ 



In this June 20, 2018, file photo, immigrant children walk in a line outside the Homestead Tem¬ 
porary Shelter for Uhaccompanied Children, a former Job Corps site that now houses them in 
Homestead, Ha. 

Associated Press 
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This undated booking file photo provided by the Stanislaus County Sheriffs Department shows 
Gustavo Perez Arriaga. 

Associated Press 


Mexican man chaiged with killing 
cop gets mental health exam 


MODESTO, Calif. (AP) — A 

Mexican national accused 
of living in the U.S. illegally 
was charged with murder 
Wednesday in the shoot¬ 
ing death of a California 
police officer who pulled 
him overto check if he was 
driving drunk. 

Gustavo Perez Arriaga 
made hisfirst court appear¬ 
ance in the central Cali¬ 
fornia city of Modesto but 
did not enter a plea in last 
week's killing of Cpi. Ronil 
Singh of the tiny Newman 
Police Department. 

Perez Arriaga's attorney, 
Stephen Foley, questioned 
his client's mental compe¬ 
tency, leading the court to 
delaythe case until the sus¬ 
pect gets a mental health 
evaluation, Ihe Modesto 
Bee newspaper reported . 
Perez Arriaga told the 
judge that his real name is 
Paulo Virgen Mendoza, but 


authorities were still refer¬ 
ring to him as Perez Arria¬ 
ga. A complaint lists three 
aliases for him, including 
Paulo Virgen Mendoza. 
Singh's family and several 
of the Police Department's 
12 officers attended the 
hearing. Dozens of people 
stood outside the court¬ 
house holding signs that 
read, '] ustice for Col. Ronil 
Singh"and "Backthe Blue." 
Perez Arriaga is set to re¬ 
turn to court Feb. 7, when 
a court-appointed doctor 
will provide a report on his 
mental health, said John 
Goold, a spokesman for 
the Stanislaus County Dis¬ 
trict A tto m e y's 0 ffic e. 

Perez Arriaga was arrested 
Friday after a dayslong 
manhunt as he prepared 
to flee to Mexico, officials 
said. He has two previous 
drunken driving arrests, au¬ 
thorities say. 


Ihe case has rekindled a 
debate over California's 
sanctuary law that limits 
cooperation with federal 
immigration authorities. 
President Donald Trump 
seized on the case to call 
for tougher border secu¬ 
rity amid a fight with con¬ 
gressional Democrats over 
funding for a border wall, 
which has forced a partial 
government shutdown. 

Cpi. Singh was also an im¬ 
migrant, coming to the U.S. 
legally from his native Fiji to 
pursue his dream of serv¬ 
ing in law enforcement, 
authorities have said. He 
joined the Newman police 
force in 2011. Ihe 33-year- 
old wasmatried and had a 
5-month-old son. 

Two of Perez Arriaga's 
brothers, his girlfriend and 
four others were arrested 
on suspicion of helping him 
evade authorities^ 
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Below market properties!! 



Uirge villa in Ruby; Great high end area! 

4 bdr with pool & loti of room to entertain. New kitchens, attached 
Apartment, Growing area, near golf, beaches. Tennis. 12,000+ sq.ft 
land. Was $5fi5k now$485k. 

2-story Commercial Building: Excellent Location! 

Well-known in town by parking. Slorefrontls] lower, many Uses, Visible 
from 5 roads; Trolley turn. 390+/- sq m {4 r 000+ sq ft). Needs 
renovation. Was $799k now $685k. 

5-Family Building: Income 550k + w/possibility to increase. Localion r 
Location, Location! Large 2-bdr/2ba units. Was $689k now $61 Sk. 

Tierra dd Sol Villa Home! 3-bedr 2-ba. Upper master suite w/huge 
balcony & distant sea views. Large parcel. Lots of room to expand. 
Renovate to your taste. Was now $6i0k 


Aruba (297) 569-2024 USA +1 (SI 6) 380-4400 
arubaproperties@outlook.com 


Marine from 
Minnesota shot to 
death atbanacks 


WASHINGTON (AP) — A 

20-year-old U.S. Marine 
from Minnesota was killed 
in a shooting at the Ma¬ 
rine Barracks in Washing¬ 
ton, D.C., his mother said 
Wednesday. 

Markelle Kuznia told The 
Associated Press that the 
military notified her late 
Tuesday that her son, Ri¬ 
ley Kuznia, died early that 
morning. Kuznia said the 
military has not provided 
her with details of her son's 
death. 

The U.S. Marine Corps said 
in a statement that the 
shooting was under investi¬ 
gation and that there was 
no danger to local resi¬ 
dents "as the event trans¬ 
pired within the grounds of 
Marine Barracks8th and I." 
Marine Corps spokesman 
Chief Gunnery Sgt. John 
Jackson said the wound 
"was not self-inflicted." 
Through her tears, Kuznia 
said her son felt it was his 
duty to serve. 

"He just wanted to serve. 
Ever since he was little, he 
talked about being a sol- 
ider," Kuznia said from her 
home in Karlstad, a com¬ 
munity of a bout 800 people 
in northwestern Minnesota. 
Kuznia joined the Marines 
after graduating from Tri- 
County High School in 2017, 
she said. 



This 2017 photo provided by 
Morgan Kuznia shows her 
brother Riley Kuznia at his Ma¬ 
rine graduation ceremony in 
San Diego. The 20-year-old 
U.S. Marine from Minnesota 
was killed in a shooting at 
the Marine Barracks in Wash¬ 
ington, D.C., his mother said 
Wednesday, Jan. 2, 2019. 

Associated Press 

Riley Kuznia had his life 
planned out, his mother 
said. 

'When he got out (of the 
military), he was going 
to start his own construc¬ 
tion business. He said he 
wanted to give five years 
to his country," she said. He 
planned to marry his high 
school girlfriend, she add¬ 
ed. 

"He loved to hunt and fish. 
He always wanted a cabin 
on a lake with a boat," his 
mother said. "He was just a 
good kid.'O 
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6 die inDenmaik'swovsttrainaccidentsince 1988 



People walk near damaged caigo compartments on a train paiked nearthe Storebaelt bridge, 
nearNyboig in Denmark, Wednesday, Jan. 2, 2019. 

Associated Press 


By JAN M. OLSEN 
COPENHAGEN, Denmark 
(AP) — Six passengers were 
killed when a Danish train 
sustained damage while 
crossing a bridge that was 
closed to cars because of 
high wind Wednesday, and 
authorities investigated if 
falling cargo from a freight 
train caused Denmark's 
deadliest railway accident 
in 30years. 

Authorities said the two 
trains were traveling in op¬ 
posite directions on the 
bridge linking s Denmark's 
islands. Aerial TV footage 
showed a front side of the 
passenger train ripped 
open. Photos showed 
cratesof beeron the freig ht 
train and a tarpaulin on top 
tom in pieces 
Jesper Nielsen told Den¬ 
mark's TV2 he was riding 
on the passengertrain and 
it "was out on the bridge 
when there was a huge 
'bang'... very quickly there¬ 
after, the train braked." 

The rail operator, Danish 
Railways, told Denmark's 
W2 the victims were pas 
sengers on a train going 


fnomthe city of Odense, on 
the central Danish island of 
Funen, to the capital of Co¬ 
penhagen when the ac¬ 
cident took place about 8 
a.m. 

Police declined to com¬ 
ment directly on a report 
from Denmark's TV2 chan¬ 


nel that a large freight con¬ 
tainer had likely fallen off 
the cargo train. 

"It is much too early to 
speculate asto what might 
have caused it," chief po¬ 
lice investigator Joengen 
Andersen told reporters. "It 
has been a pretty serious 


accident." 

The accident, in which 16 
people were injured, took 
place on a road-and-rail 
bridge, part of the Store- 
baeltsystem of bridgesand 
a tunnel that linkthe Danish 
islands of Tea land and Fu¬ 
nen. The system wasclosed 


to cars overnight because 
of strong winds but trains 
were allowed to continue 
using it. 

Police spokesman Lars 
Braemhoej said one pos¬ 
sible cause of the "consid¬ 
erable damage" on the 
passengertrain wasgetting 
struck by cargo from the 
freight train, but noted that 
authorities "do not know 
precisely what caused the 
accident." 

Kasper Elbjoem, spokes¬ 
man for the Danish brew¬ 
ery group Carlsberg, con¬ 
firmed that a freight train 
transporting its cargo was 
involved in the accident. 
Police urged passengers to 
contact relatives and tell 
them if they were safe and 
urged people not to share 
photos or videos of the ac¬ 
cident. 

Flemming J ensen, the CEO 
of state-owned Danish Rail¬ 
ways, said police and the 
Danish Accident Investi¬ 
gation Board were investi¬ 
gating. He said the opera¬ 
tor "will contribute every¬ 
thing that we can to the 
investigation.'□ 


Somalia dec lares UN envoy persona non grata 



In this Wednesday, Oct ID, 2018, file photo, Mukhtar Robow, 
who was once deputy leader of Afiica's deadliest Islamic ex¬ 
tremist group the al-Qaida-linked al-Shabab, speaksata press 
conference about his candidacy fora regional presidency, in 
Baidoa, Somalia. 

Associated Press 


By ABDIGULED 
Associated Press 
NAIROBI, Kenya (AP) — So¬ 
ma lia's government has or¬ 
dered the United Nations 
envoy to the country to 
leave, amid questions over 
the a rrest of the a l-Sha ba b 


extremist group's former 
deputy leaderwho had run 
fora regional presidency. 

A foreign ministry state¬ 
ment late Tuesday ac¬ 
cuses Nicholas Haysom of 
diplomatic overreach that 
violated the Horn of Africa 


nation's sovereignty, de¬ 
claring him "persona non 
grata."He arrived asenvoy 
a few months ago. 

Haysom had questioned 
the legal basis used in the 
a nest la st mo nth of M ukhta r 
Robow, a formeral-Shabab 
spokesman who defected 
from the group in 2017, and 
whether U.N.-funded re¬ 
gional police in the South¬ 
west were involved. 
Ethiopian troops who are 
part of the African Union 
force in Somalia and So¬ 
mali police a nested Robow 
days before the regional 
election in which Robow 
had been a leading can¬ 
didate. Deadly protests 
followed. Ethiopia has not 
commented. 

Robow wasflown to Soma¬ 
lia's capital, Mogadishu, 
and has been held in a 
prison run by Somalia's in¬ 
telligence agency. 

U.N. deputy spokesman 
Farfran Haq said the U.N. 
was looking into the matter 
before determining what 


stepsto take. 

Haysom, who was outside 
Somalia, did not respond 
to a request for comment. 
Instead, he and the spokes¬ 
man for the U.N. secretary- 
general late Tuesday issued 
statements strongly con¬ 
demning a mortar attack 
that hit the main U.N. com¬ 
pound in Mogadishu earlier 
in the day. Seven mortars 
landed inside the com¬ 
pound, leaving two U.N. 
staffers and a contractor 
with non-life-threatening in¬ 
juries, Haysom's statement 
said. Al-Shabab claimed 
responsibility. 

Robow's arrest has been 
seen as a high-profile test 
of Somalia's treatment of 
defectors from the al-Qa- 
ida-linked al-Shabab, Af¬ 
rica's most active extremist 
group. Somalia's govern¬ 
ment welcomed his de¬ 
fection but not his popular 
candidacy to lead South¬ 
west state, which took 
some officials by surprise. 

In confirming Robow's ar¬ 


rest, Somalia's security min¬ 
istry cited the federal gov¬ 
ernment's ban on his can¬ 
didacy, which said he had 
not completed the defec¬ 
tion process. The ministry 
also alleged that Robow 
had failed to renounce 
extremist ideology, and 
accused him of mobilizing 
armed forces. 

A joint statement by the 
United States, more than 
a dozen countries, the AU 
mission and the United Na- 
tionsexpressed concern af- 
terthe a rrest and protests 
Haysom's letter to Somali 
authorities, seen by The As¬ 
sociated Press, questioned 
the legal framework of So¬ 
malia's defection process 
and asked how Somali 
authorities were able to 
detain Robow beyond the 
normal 48 hours. 

The letter a Iso questions the 
circumstances a round civil¬ 
ian deaths during the pro- 
testsand urgesthatthey be 
'thoroughly and promptly 
investigated.'O 
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Jee/j Torn Safaf^. 

Drive yeur own Jeep wrangler or na snnnage. or (no a passenger] through lias Counity side, 
explore Aruba's socrel benches that you would never on your own. well present Aruba's 
total lojtsjno history dy keep with the istend’s host guides pointing out the way and stopping at the 
most iconic sites tho island has to offer, such as Indian Caves National Para, oaby Beach & 
ido re ...op l io no I loin us lor a nice Sallln o & S no reeling c ruise after ye or Jeep 1 our. 

Visit us at Casa del Mar, Piaya Linda, Holiday Inn Conderge/lcbby desk/ beach huts, RIU Hul between Antilla & 
Palace Motel on the beach, or at our own Pelican Pier located between the Holiday Inn & Piaya Linda Resort. 
For reservations call 5B7-2302 (Mon-Sun} Or book online at: www.pelican-aruba.com 


Russian baby rescued after neatly 36 bouts in frozen nibble 



Emergency Situations employees working atthe scene of a collapsed apartment building in Mag¬ 
nitogorsk, a city of400,000 people, about 1,400 kilometers (870 miles) southeast of Moscow, Rus¬ 
sia, Monday, Dec. 31, 2018. 

Associated Press 


By J IM HENTZ 
MOSCOW (AP) — Labor 
ing through sub-freezing 
temperatures, Russian res¬ 
cue workers were digging 
into a sprawling heap of 
jagged rubble from a col¬ 
lapsed apartment building 
when one heard the fa int¬ 
est sound. 

Itwasthe sound of life. 

On Tuesday, to everyone's 
delight and surprise, they 
pulled a baby boy out of 
the rubble alive, nearly 36 
hoursafterthe disasterthat 
blew apart his home. Hisfa- 
thercalled it "a New Year's 
miracle." 

"The building collapse in 
the Russian city of Magni¬ 
togorsk before dawn Mon¬ 
day has killed at least nine 
people so far, and officials 
say 32 people who lived in 
the building have still not 
been accounted for. 

"The collapse followed an 
explosion thatwasbelieved 
to have been caused by a 
gas leak. 

"The boy, an 11-month-old 


named Ivan Fokin, was in 
extre me ly se rio us c o nd itio n, 
officials said, with fractures, 
a head injury and suffer¬ 
ing from hypothermia and 


frostbite after his ordeal in 
temperatures around mi¬ 
nus 20 degrees Celsius (mi- 
nus4 degrees Fahrenheit). 
He was flown to Moscow 


late Tuesday in a desper¬ 
ate attempt to save his life. 
He was in stable condition 
on arrival in the capital, the 
head of the national pub¬ 


lic health institute Vladimir 
Uiba was quoted as telling 
state newsagency Tass. 
Although Ivan's prospects 
for survival appeared dire, 
"it's a New Year's miracle," 
his father Yevgeny was 
quoted assaying by the RT 
satellite TV channel. 

The father was at work 
when his wife phoned to 
say the building had col¬ 
lapsed. She escaped the 
rubble with a 3-year-old 
son, Russian news reports 
said. 

"I was sleeping on the 
couch with my older son, 
hugging him and the 
young one was sleeping 
in his baby bed," mother 
Olga Fokina said on Rus¬ 
sian TV. "land the olderone 
fell down and quickly got 
out and I didn't know what 
happened to the baby 
bed afterward." 

Rescue worker Pyotr Grit¬ 
senko said on Russian tele¬ 
vision that baby's discovery 
came afterone ofthe crew 
hea rd fa int c ries.Q 


Greece makes3migran£scitizensfortheirwildfire rescues 



In this Wednesday, Aug. 1, 2018 file photo people suvim at a 
beach in Rafina, east of Athens, ten days after the Greece's 
deadliest wildfire in decades that killed 100 people. 

Associated Press 


By DEREK G AID POULOS 
ELENA BECATOROS 
Associated ness 
ATHENS, Greece (AP) — 

Three migrant fishermen 
received Greek citizenship 
Wednesday for helping to 
rescue scores of people 
who were forced into the 
sea by flames from a sum¬ 
mer wildfire that would 
leave 100 people dead. 
Greek President Prokopis 
Pavlopoulos hosted a cer¬ 
emony for Gani Xheka, 35, 
from Albania and Egyp¬ 
tians Emad El Khaimi, 50, 
and Mahmoud Ibrahim 
Musa, 46, both to honor 
them and aimed at "send¬ 
ing a message to Europe" 
to counter anti-immigrant 
sentiment. 

The three men pulled peo¬ 


ple from the water who 
had fled the out-of-control 
wildfire in the seaside re¬ 
sort of Mali by swimming 
out to sea and had diffi¬ 
culty breathing because 
of heavy smoke. The trio 
also guided survivors to a 
port after the J uly 23 blaze 
reached the shoreline and 
gutted hundredsof homes 
"In a situation like that, 
when you are talking about 
people's lives, there's no re¬ 
ligion, no black people, no 
white people. You just have 
to help people who are in 
danger," El Khaimi said af- 
terthe ceremony. 

The death toll from 
Greece's worst wildfire in 
decades included victims 
who drowned afterseeking 
safety in the sea, as well as 


people who were trapped 
inside their homes oralong 
narrow roads. The deci¬ 
sion to grant the three men 
Greek citizenship was pub¬ 
lished in the official govern¬ 
ment gazette on Dec. 21 
but formally announced 
Wednesday. 'The three for¬ 
eign nationals, displaying 
self-sacrifice and ignoring 
the dangers, joined Greek 
fishermen and saved doz¬ 
ens of our fellow citizens, 
including many children 
whose lives were at risk," 
the decision said. 'Their 
self-denial and the excep¬ 
tional contribution ... war¬ 
rant the application of le¬ 
gal provisions for honorary 
naturalization." Interior Min- 
isterAlexisCharistis, who at¬ 
tended the ceremony, said 


the "human values"the fish¬ 
ermen displayed are ones 
people "must hold dearbe- 
cause unfortunately, there 


has been a reappearance 
in Greece and in Europe 
of voices of racism and 
hatred.'O 
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Israeli settle merit activity appears to suige in Turnip era 





In this Tuesday, J an. 1 , 2019 photo, men woik on a new housing project in the West Bank settle¬ 
ment of Naale. 

Associated Press 


By J OSEF FEDERMAN 
Associated Press 
JERUSALEM (AP) — With 
little resistance from a 
friendly White House, Israel 
has launched a new settle¬ 
ment push in the West Ba nk 
since President Donald 
Trump took office, laying 
the groundwork for what 
could be the largest con¬ 
struction binge in years, ac¬ 
cording to data obtained 
bylhe Associated Press. 

The figures, gathered from 
official government sourc¬ 
es by the anti-settlement 
monitoring group Peace 
Now, show an increase 
in building in 2018 and a 
sharp spike in planning for 
future construction. 

This trend, highlighted last 
week when an Israeli com¬ 
mittee advanced plans 
for thousands more settle¬ 
ment homes on war-won 
lands, has only deepened 
Palestinian mistrust of the 
Trump administration as it 
says it is preparing to roll 
out a Mideast peace plan. 
Each new settlement ex¬ 
pansion further diminishes 
the chances of setting up a 
Palestinian state alongside 
Israel. 

Both supporters and op¬ 
ponents of settlements 
confirm a change in at¬ 
mosphere since early 2017, 
when Trump tookoverfrom 
Barack Obama, whose 
administration had tried to 
rein in construction. 

'The feeling of the (Israeli) 
government is everything is 
allowed, thatthe time to do 
things is now because the 
(U.S.) administration is the 
most pro-settlement you 
can ever have," said Hagit 
Ofran of Peace Now's Set¬ 
tlement Watch program. 
Peace Now uses several 
measurements of settle¬ 
ment activity. These include 
"plans," or the bureaucratic 
stages of preparing a proj¬ 
ect, including initial propos¬ 
als; 'tenders," when bids 
are solicited from contrac¬ 
tors to do large projects; 
and "construction starts," 
when the building actually 
begins. 

Each of these figures tells a 
different story. While con¬ 
struction starts give a snap¬ 
shot of the current level of 
settlement activity, they re¬ 
flect decisions made years 


ago. In contrast, the plan¬ 
ning and tenderstagesare 
seen as forward-looking in¬ 
dicators of a government's 
intentions 

The data compiled by 
Peace Now showed a drop 
in construction starts during 
Trump's first year in office, 
to 1,643 units in 2017 from 
3,066 units the previous 
year. This drop appears to 
reflect the lingering effect 
of reduced planning dur¬ 
ing the final two years of 
the Obama administration. 
But the data for the first 
nine months of 2018 indi¬ 
cate the beginning of a 
Trump effect, with con¬ 
struction starts 20 percent 
higher than the same pe¬ 
riod a yea readier. 

These trends are even 
more evident when looking 
at the planning process. 
In 2017, plans were ad¬ 
vanced to build 6,712 new 
settlement homes, roughly 
2.5 times the 2016 level. 

In 2018, plans for an ad¬ 
ditional 5,618 units were 
advanced, nearly half of 
which were processed 
last week alone. Together, 
these numbersarethe high¬ 
est level of planning seen 
since 2013. At that time, Is¬ 
rael pushed forward settle¬ 
ment construction to coun¬ 
ter critic ism of its release of 
Palestinian prisoners as part 
of then-Secretary of State 
J ohn Kerry's peace efforts. 
A United Nations spokes¬ 
man reiterated in response 


to a question on the topic 
at a Wednesday news 
briefing that the world 
body has called fora halt 
to all settlement activity. A 
2016 U.N. Security Coun¬ 
cil resolution condemned 
them as a 'flagrant viola¬ 
tion" of international law. 
The biggest surge in settle¬ 
ment activity during the 
Trump era is in tenders— 
large projects that are 
readyto be launched. 

In 2017, 3,154 tenders were 
issued, up from just 42 dur¬ 
ing Obama's final year in 
office. In 2018, that num¬ 
ber rose to over 3,800, the 
highest number by fa rsince 
Peace Now started com¬ 
piling the data in 2002. This 
sets the stage for a huge 
jump in construction in the 
nearfuture. 

'The re's definitely a change 
of atmosphere. There'sdef- 
initely a change of winds," 
said Oded Revivi, mayorof 
Efrat, a major settlement 
near Jerusalem, and the 
chief foreign envoy of the 
Yesha settlement council. 
Revivi said that Obama 
pressured Israel into greatly 
curtailing settlement activi¬ 
ty. Now, he said, Israel is try¬ 
ing to make up forlosttime. 
"Basically what you're see¬ 
ing now is the statistics are 
trying to catch up to the 
needs that were built up 
during the eight years of 
the Obama administration, 
when everything was in a 
standstill," Revivi said. 


White House Mideast en¬ 
voy Jason Greenblatt's of¬ 
fice declined comment, 
and State Department offi¬ 
cials were not immediately 
available forcommentdue 
to the government shut¬ 
down. 

The Palestinians and most 
of the international com¬ 
munity consider Israeli set¬ 
tlements to be illegal and 
obstacles to peace. Over 
400,000 Israelis now live in 
the West Bank, in addition 
to 200,000 in east Jerusa¬ 
lem. The Palestinians seek 
both areas, captured by Is¬ 
rael in 1967, as parts of their 
state. 

For decades, a string of U.S. 
presidents, both Republi¬ 
can and Democrat, con¬ 
demned settlement con¬ 
struction. 

Things quickly changed 
when Trump took office. 
Trump refused to condemn 
settlement construction 
and surrounded himself 
with advisers — including 
hisson-in-lawj a red Kushner 
and Ambassador to Israel 
David Friedman — who are 
Orthodox Jews with close 
ties to settlements. Trump 
at times has asked Israel to 
show restraint, but his ad¬ 
ministration has remained 
largely silent as Israel has 
pressed ahead with its con¬ 
struction efforts over the 
pasttwo years. 

This has been welcome 
news to Prime Minister Ben¬ 
jamin Netanyahu, whose 


outgoing coalition is domi¬ 
nated by religious and na¬ 
tionalist settlement sym¬ 
pathizers. Favored to win 
re-election in April, Netan¬ 
yahu has said he expects 
hisnextgovemmentto look 
very similar. 

Israel never annexed the 
West Bank, meaning the 
Israeli military remains the 
sovereign there. Construc¬ 
tion in the West Bank re¬ 
quires approval from CO- 
GAT, a Defense Ministry 
body that oversees civilian 
affairs in the territory. 

Plans a re submitted by the 
government to COGATs 
Higher Planning Council, 
which dec ides if they meet 
legal criteria. 

COGAT routinely portrays 
decisions on new settle¬ 
ment activity as a techni¬ 
cal matter, playing down 
the political impact. In a 
statement, COGAT said it 
acts in accordance with 
planning and building laws 
in the West Bank. 

Criticssay COGAT routinely 
promotes settlement ex¬ 
pansion and development 
at the expense of Palestin¬ 
ian communities in the 60 
percent of the West Bank 
that is underfull Israeli con¬ 
trol. Palestinians have vary¬ 
ing degrees of autonomy, 
including overbuilding per¬ 
mits, in the remaining areas 
of the West Bank, where 
most Palestinians live. 

The offices of Avigdor U- 
eberman, who served as 
defense minister in 2017 
and 2018, and his deputy, 
Eli Ben-Da ha n, did not re¬ 
spond to requests for com¬ 
ment. Both are strong sup¬ 
porters of the settlements 
and settlers themselves. 

The settlement surge has 
added to the Palestinians' 
distrust of the White House. 
The Palestinians cut off ties 
with the administration over 
a year ago after Trump 
recognized contested Je¬ 
rusalem as Israel's capital. 
President Mahmoud Ab¬ 
bas has said he will reject 
any peace plan the Trump 
team presents. 

Abbas' spokesman, Nabil 
Abu Rdeneh, said U.S. "si¬ 
lence and lackof condem¬ 
nation and pressure" have 
given a "green light" to the 
Israeli government to step 
up settlementactivity.O 
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With online 
reservations on 
super saver day 
No exceptions 


uocu'NKM m i icma 


SAIL, SNORKEL, SWIM A SWING! 

9am-1 pm $60pp 
Visit 3 Great sites BBQ, 

Open Bar, Gear & Ropeswing! 


2-5pm $45pp 
2 snorkel sites Open 
Bar, Gear & Ropeswing! 


SUNSET SAIL 

5:30'7:30pm $32pp 
Open Bar & Ropeswing! 


www.Jolly-pirates.com 

Offer not valid in combination with other discount offers. 


2 women errterHindu temple in India, breaking yea is-long ban 



Protestors block traffic and shout slogans reacting to reports of 
two women of menstruating age entering the Sabarimala tem¬ 
ple, one of the worid's largest Hindu pilgrimage sites, in Ihimva- 
narrthapuram, Kerala, India, Wednesday,Jan. 2,2019. 

Associated Press 


Associated Press 

NEW DELHI (AP) — Two 

women on Wednesday en¬ 
tered one of India's largest 
Hindu pilgrimage sites that 
had been forbidden to fe- 
malesbetween the agesof 
10and 50, sparking protests 
across a southern state, 
with police firing teargasat 
several places to disperse 
stone-throwing protesters, 
police said. 

The Supreme Court lifted 
a ban in September on 
women worshipping at 
Sabarimala temple in Ker¬ 
ala state. The ban was in¬ 
formal for many years, but 
became law in 1972. 
Despite the ruling, dem¬ 
onstrators including Hindu 
priests and conservatives 
continued to blockwomen 


of menstruating age from 
entering the centuries-old 
temple. 

The two women in their 
forties entered the temple 


early Wednesday and wor¬ 
shipped there, said Pramod 
Kumar, the state police 
spokesman. Officers es¬ 
corted the two women to 


the hilltop temple because 
of "police responsibility to 
provide protection to any 
devotee irrespective of 
gender," Kumarsaid. 
Kerala's top elected offi¬ 
cial, Chief Minister Pinarayi 
Vijayan, told reporters that 
under the Supreme Court 
order, police were bound 
to safeguard worshippers. 
"Earlier, women were not 
able to enter the temple 
due to certain hurdles 
They were able to enterthe 
shrine tod ay," Vijayan said. 
Protests broke out in several 
places in the state afterthe 
women entered the tem¬ 
ple. Protesters blocked sev¬ 
eral roadsand threw stones 
at law enforcement offi¬ 
cials, sparking clashes, said 
Kumar, the police spokes¬ 


man, adding that police 
fired tear gas to quell the 
violence. 

There were no immediate 
reports of injuries 
Kumar said police were 
gearing up for more pro¬ 
tests on Thursday because 
several political and Hindu 
groups have called for a 
general strike to protest the 
women's entry. He said au¬ 
thorities would provide "all 
possible security" to busi¬ 
nesses. On Tuesday, mil¬ 
lions of women formed a 
human chain more than 
600 kilometers (375 miles) 
long from Kasargod in the 
northern part of the state to 
Thiruvananthapuram, the 
southernmost city and the 
state capital, to support 
g e nd er equality.□ 


C hina's leader uigesac tion on unific atlon with Ta iwa n 



Chinese Resident Xi Jinping speaks during an event to com¬ 
memorate the 40th anniveisary of the Message to Compatriots 
in Taiwan atthe Great Hall of the People in Beijing, Wednesday, 
Jan. 2, 2019. 

Associated Ftess 


By KEN MORTTSUGU 
Associated Press 
BEIJING (AP) — Chinese 
PresidentXiJ inping, declar¬ 
ing that independence is 
not an option for Taiwan, 
urged both sides to reach 
an early consensus on uni¬ 
fication and not leave the 
issue for future generations 
No one or no party can 
stop the trend toward unifi¬ 
cation, the Chinese leader 
said Wednesday in a policy 
speech devoted to Taiwan. 
He said independence for 
the self-governing island is 
against history and a dead 
end. 

'We are willing to create 
a vast space for peace¬ 
ful unification, but we will 
never leave any room for 
any sort of Taiwan indepen¬ 
dence separatist activities," 
he said. 

Taiwan'sleaderrejected his 
call just hours later. 


President Tsai Ing-wen said 
her island of 23 million peo¬ 
ple would never accept 
the "one country, two sys¬ 
tems" approach proposed 
by Beijing. 

'China must face the fact 
of the existence of Taiwan, 
Republic of China, and not 
deny the system of a dem¬ 
ocratic country that has 
been commonly built up 
by the Taiwanese people," 
she said. 

Taiwan split from China in 
a civil war that brought the 
Communist Party to power 
in China in 1949. The rival 
Nationalists set up their 
own government on the 
island about 160 kilometers 
(100 miles) off the Chinese 
mainland. 

Xi proposed talks between 
the two sides to work out 
"a systematic arrangement 
for the peaceful develop¬ 
ment of the cross-strait rela¬ 


tionship." 

Tsai said that Taiwan is will¬ 
ing to talk, but it must be 
with the approval of the 
Taiwanese people. She has 
irked Beijing by refusing to 
endorse the "one China" 
principle that designates 
Ta iwa n a s a pa rt of C hina. 
"Deviating from the one 


China principle will result in 
tension and turbulence in 
cross-strait relations, harm¬ 
ing the interests of the Tai¬ 
wanese compatriots," Xi 
said. 

He pledged that a one- 
country, two-systems 
framework would respect 
the Taiwanese social sys¬ 


tem and way of life and 
guarantee their property 
rights, religious beliefs and 
other rig hts. 

'The political disputes that 
have existed fora long time 
... affect the healthy and 
continuous development 
of the cross-strait relation¬ 
ship and cannot be passed 
from generation to genera¬ 
tion," Xi said. 

He warned against foreign 
interference in the issue, 
though he didn't mention 
the United States by name. 
People on both sides of the 
strait belong to the same 
family, he said, and family 
matters should be resolved 
by family members. 

Xi said that China reserved 
the right to use force if nec¬ 
essary to counter interfer¬ 
ence by external forces 
and what he called an 
extremely small number of 
Taiwanese separatists^ 
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Brazil's Bolsona id la vgels minorities on lstday in offic e 



Hanked by first lady Michelle Bolsonaro, Brazil's Resident J air Bolsonaio waves as he rides inan 
open car after his swearing-in ceremony, in Brasilia, Brazil, Tuesday, J an. 1, 2019. 

Associated Press 


By MAURICIO SAVARESE 
SAO PAULO (AP) — Newly 
installed President J air Bol¬ 
sona ro targeted Brazil's 
indigenous groups, de¬ 
scendants of slaves and 
the LGBT community with 
executive orders in the 
first hours of his administra¬ 
tion, moving quickly after 
a campaign in which the 
far-right leader said he 
would radically overhaul 
many aspects of life in Latin 
America's largest nation. 
Sao Paulo's stock market, 
meanwhile, jumped 3.56 
percent to a record clos¬ 
ing of 91,012 points as new 
Cabinet ministers rein¬ 
forced the intent to priva¬ 
tize state-owned compa¬ 
nies and a Brazilian arms 
maker benefited from Bol- 
sonaro's plans to loosen 
gun controls. Similar spikes 
in stock prices also oc¬ 
curred during the presiden¬ 
tial campaign. 

One of the orders issued 
late Tuesday, hours after 
Bolsonaro's inauguration, 
likely will make it all but im¬ 
possible for new lands to 
be identified and demar¬ 
cated for indigenous com¬ 
munities. Areas set aside for 
"Quilombolas," as descen¬ 
dants of former slaves are 
known, are also affected 
by the decision. 

Another order re moved the 
concemsofthe LGBTcom- 
munity from consideration 
by the new human rights 
ministry. 

In a move favorable to his 
allies in agribusiness, which 
have criticized giving large 
swaths of lands to the in¬ 
digenous, Bolsonaro trans¬ 
ferred the responsibilities 
for delineating indigenous 
territories from the Justice 
Ministry to the Agriculture 
Ministry. The new agricul¬ 
ture minister, Tereza Cris¬ 
tina, is part of the agribusi- 
nesscaucusin Brazil's lower 
house and has opposed 
requests from native com¬ 


munities. 

Bolsonaro, a former army 
captain and longtime con¬ 
gressman, said during his 
presidential campaign that 
he would stop making what 
he calls concessions to na¬ 
tive Brazilians and Quilom¬ 
bolas 

"Lessthan one million peo¬ 
ple live in those places iso¬ 
lated from the real Brazil," 
he tweeted Wednesday. 
'They are explored and 
manipulated by nonprofits. 
Together we will integrate 
those citizens and give val¬ 
ue to all Brazilians." 

The Justice Ministry previ¬ 
ously handled demarca¬ 
tion of indigenous lands 
through the FUNAI agency, 
which also oversees other 
initiatives for indigenous 
groups such as health care, 
housing and language 
preservation. Bolsonaro's 
order is raising uncertainties 
about FUNAI by shifting it 
to a new ministry for family, 
women and human rights 
that is headed by an ultra¬ 
conservative evangelical 
pastor. 

Observatorio do Clima, a 


network of 45 Brazilian civil 
society groups, criticized 
the executive orders, call¬ 
ing them "only the first step 
on meeting Bolsonaro's 
campaign promises of dis¬ 
mantling environmental 
governance, stripping in¬ 
digenous peoples of their 
rights and opening up in¬ 
digenous lands for busi¬ 
ness." 

'The attack on FUNAI goes 
beyond the wildest dreams 
of the rural caucus, who 
had tried foryearsto passa 
constitutional amendment 
transferring the demarca¬ 
tion of indigenous lands 
from the president to Con¬ 
gress," the nonprofit said. 
"Bolsonaro solved the prob¬ 
lem by transferring them di¬ 
rectly to farmers." 

The far-right leader said last 
year that he also wants to 
annul land demarcation 
decisions made by previ¬ 
ous administrations, but le¬ 
gal experts say recent Bra¬ 
zilian Supreme Court rulings 
could blocksuch move. 
New Health Minister Luiz 
Henrique Mandetta also 
suggested on Wednesday 


that there will be spending 
cuts in health care for the 
indigenous. 

'We have figures for the 
general public that are 
much below what is spent 
on health care for the in¬ 
digenous," he said, without 
providing details 
In removing LGBTconcems 
from the responsibilities of 
the human rights ministry, 
Bolsonaro did not name 
any agency to consider 
such issues He has strong¬ 
ly criticized what he calls 
"gender-based ideology," 
saying it is a threat to Brazil's 
Christian values. 

Da mares Alves, the new 
human rights minister, did 
not discuss the LGBT order 
in her first address on the 
job, but the evangelical 
pastor has insisted over 
the yearsthat 'the Brazilian 
family is being threatened" 
by diversity policies. 

On Wednesday, she said: 
'The state is lay, but this 
minister is terribly Christian." 
Under the new administra¬ 
tion, Alves added, 'Girls will 
be princesses and boys will 
be princes There will be no 


more ideological indoc¬ 
trination of children and 
teenagers in Brazil." 

LGBT activist Symmy Lariat 
said she doesn't 1 expect 
reasonable treatment from 
the Bolsonaro administra¬ 
tion. 

'The human rights ministry 
discussed our concerns at 
a body called secretariat 
of promotion and defense 
of human rights. That body 
just disappeared, just like 
that. We don't see any 
signs there will be any other 
government infrastructure 
to handle LGBT issues," she 
said. 

The newspaper Folha de 
S.Paulo reported that Bol¬ 
sonaro will later announce 
the closing of an agency 
within the Education Minis¬ 
try that has been aimed at 
promoting diversity in pub¬ 
lic schools and universities. 
New Foreign Minister Er¬ 
nesto Araujo indirectly 
criticized the LGBT com¬ 
munity as being 'those that 
say they are not men and 
women." 

Also on Wednesday, the 
Brazilian Press Association 
criticized restrictions on 
journalists at Bolsonaro's in¬ 
auguration. Reporters had 
to arrive seven hours be¬ 
fore the events began and 
were forbidden to move 
freely in Congress and the 
presidential palace. Food 
was seized and access to 
bathrooms and water was 
limited. 'What was seen 
in different scenarios of 
Brasilia is incompatible with 
a democratic regime," the 
association said in a state¬ 
ment. "Respect to the press 
is one of the main indica- 
torsof nations that consider 
themselves c ivilized." 
Bolsonaro's first day in of¬ 
fice sparked a wave of 
optimism in Brazil's financial 
market. Stocks of Brazil's 
electric-company Eletro- 

bras soared more than 20 
percent. □ 


Rjeito Rico policeman detained afterholding people hostage 


Associated ness 

SAN j UAN, Puerto Rico (AP) 

— Puerto Rican officials say 
a police officertookabout 
30 employees hostage at a 
credit union on the island, 


then surrendered peace¬ 
fully aftera couple of hours. 
No shots were fired and no 
one wasinjured. 

Police say officer Gabriel 
Hernandez entered the 


Caribbean Federal Credit 
Union in Guaynabo near 
the U.S. territory's capital 
Wednesday and made 
unspecified demands. Au¬ 
thorities say other police 


arrived and were able to 
evacuate most of the hos¬ 
tages. He later gave him¬ 
self up. 

It was not immediately 
clear if Hernandez had a 


lawyer to comment on the 
case. 

The FBI is helping investi¬ 
gate the case. 

No charges have been 
filed .□ 
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Sgt Pepper's Friends say Happy New Year 



ORANJ ESTAD — Sgt Pepper's Friends is a non-profit ani¬ 
mal rescue organization founded and located in Aruba. 
Iheirdogsand cats ate available foradoption in the Unit¬ 
ed States, Canada, Aruba, the Netherlands and Sweden 
asofnow. Every country they add to the listrequirescare- 
fiul research, but they hope open up to families in other 
countries in the future as well. 

As we move into 2019, the organization is so amazed at 
everything accomplished this past year. 2018 was a year 
of growth, love, supportand lotsof rescues Looking back 
overthispastyearbringscolorful memoriesand of course 
an array of changes. Some changes may feel small, like 
transporting oradopting an animal, sterilizing a stray an¬ 
imal, but they have such a huge impact on the life of 
that animal. Sgt. Pepper's Friends had had some larger 
changes this year, as they have been settling into their 
new property and expanding their operation, "fhe orga¬ 
nization seeschange asan opportunity to do good and 
keep moving forward, knowing that this work will lead to 
bigger long-term changes in the lives of the animals in 
Aruba. Ihey are proud of the extraordinary accomplish¬ 
ments Sgt. Pepper's has made in 2018 with this wonderful 
network of animal lovers, and they are very excited to 
see what 2019 has in store. Happy New Year's too all of 
you from the Sgt. Pepper's FriendsTeam! 

2017 Rescues Looking fora Forever Home in 2019 

As with any rescue, there is always a few animals that for 
one reason or another are overlooked, but they know 
there is the perfect family out there for them. Ozisone 
dog that was rescued in 2017 and is still looking for his 
forever home. He was rescued at 16 weeks in August of 
2017. Oz still being a young male is shy with new people 
but doesgreat in hisfosterhome with anotherdog. 

There are also 3 cats, Mrs. Grey, Wolfie, and Licorice that 
were rescued in 2017, too. These fluffy loves are ready 
for the purrrfect home! These adult cats are social and 
friendly and are ready to start the New Year with a new 


family! 

Behind the Scenes - 2018 
Vttap Up 

The organization hopes 
everyone has rounded 
out the year with time to 
slowdown, celebrate the 
holidays with loved ones, 
and prepare to move into 
this year on a great note. 
The time leading up to the 
holidays can bring a lot of 
stress with the foe us a round 
giving, whether its gifts, giv¬ 
ing our time, charitably or 
the energy participate in 
the many events, family 
mealsand celebrations 



Continued on Rage 14 


HELP US HELP 
THEM BY 
BECOMING A 
FLIGHT 
VOLUNTEER! 


Sgt. Pepper's Friends is a non profit organization based in 
Aruba. As most of our rescues are adopted to the USA and 
Canada, we are always looking for flight volunteers to 
help bring our rescues home. This process Is very easy 
and rewarding! We arrange everything, from booking and 
paying fort he rescue on your flight, to meeting you at the 
airport with the dog or cat and its papers, supplies and 
connect you with the adoptive family who will be waiting 
for you at baggage claim upon arrival. Please email us 
your flight date, airline and schedule should you want to 
help bring one oF our rescues to their Forever home. You 
can also fill in our flight volunteer form on our website 
under "Get 

in volved" :ht tp://Www.sg ipeppersfriends.com/flight 
volunteer-form/ 


We promise you that transporting is a very 
rewarding experience and one of the most 
valuable ways to make a difference. 

Emaft: info@sgtpeppersfriends.com 
Website: www.sgtpeppersfriends.com 
Instag ram: @sgtpeppersfriends 
Face book: Sgt. Pepper's Friends 
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Sgt Pepper's Friends say Happy New Year 


Continued from Page 13 

We hope in this time, everyone was able to experience the joy of receiv¬ 
ing as well, whether it was a surprising gift, having a nice home cooked 
meal from loved one or perhaps puppy kisses from an excited rescue 
pup. Sgt. Pepper's Friends is thankful for all the donations and supplies 
they have received overthis past year that truly make this rescue orga¬ 
nization possible. They regularly come upon very challenging situations 
that can be truly heartbreaking, and they are appreciative that they 
able intervene with the help of all their supporters 
One of their major challenging situations this past month was an aban¬ 
doned house with 3 adult dogsand over20 catsall left behind, unsteril¬ 
ized and without food or water. When the organization receives reports 
like this they really have no idea what to do. They know this situation 
could quickly escalate with lots of new puppies and kittens if not ad¬ 
dressed promptly. Thankfully, with yoursupport and do nations they were 
able to quickly spay and neuterall 3dogsand lOcatsso far. In even bet- 
ternews, they have found homesfor2 of the dogsand 2 of the cats The 
energy and faith in humanity are constantly renewed when everyone 
stepsup to help with these majorchallenges. 

1 Year Further 

The New Year brings about another milestone for Sgt. Pepper's, it has 
been 1 year since the purchase of brick and mortar home, and bring¬ 
ing in the first mom dog and puppies. Lotus (now Roo) wasthe first mom 
dog with her5 beautiful flowerpuppieswho are all now in loving homes 
Since then came Panda with 8 puppies, Indiana with 7 puppies, 9 Car 
and Motorcycle puppies, 8Veggiespuppies, 8 Artist puppies, Honeyand 
9 sweet puppies, 4 Indian puppies, 11 Superfood puppies, Kappa with 4 
puppies, Nova with 8 puppies, 8 forest animal puppies, 6 American tribe 
puppies, leading them to being able to rescue an additional 101 pup- 
piesand momma dogs this year. They won't even try and count out all 
the kittens and cats, but it can easily be 50 cats that have been fostered 
atthe Sgt. Pepper'shome this year. One of their long-term goals is to be 
able to foster more adult dogs on the property, saving on costs related 
to boarding an adult dog at one of Aruba'sdog hotels. However, they 


have learned, and continue to, that this sort of undertaking will certainly 
take patience as their priority will always be onthe health, rehabilitation 
and well-being ofthe animals 

Strike the Rose 

This month they have had many fun events that were focused on ex¬ 
panding the awareness ofthe Organization. The Ritz-Carlton generous¬ 
ly hosted 2 "Walk the Runway" events during the Holiday week. At the 
event Sgt. Pepper's Friends were able to bring around 20adoptable ani- 
malsdressed in their holiday best to strut their "ruff" on the Runway. Each 
animal did amazingly well and brought lotsof great attention to the or¬ 
ganization. Spreading awareness enables them to expand the number 
of animalsthey can care forand rehome. Don'tforget, if you, yourfamily 
orfriendsare visiting Aruba be sure to spread the good word. 

Another major success for Aruba's animals in 2018 was the MASH spay 
and neutercampaign organized by United DogsAruba Foundation. This 
event successfully sterilized almost 400 animals in 4days! During this time, 
they took in 72 additional rescues, of which, most were puppiesand kit¬ 
tens that they felt were too young for sterilization but could not go back 
on the street. The aftermath of thisevent really stretched theircapacity 
as we moved into summer months when the number of adoptions and 
transporters typically slow down. This year the organization is hoping to 
help organize a similar event earlier in the year, so they can help more 
animals and rehome many of the puppiesand kittens without compro¬ 
mising their care or overstretching what they are capable of managing. 
If you are interested in supporting this effort which focuses on the long¬ 
term impact of strays, promoting sterilization, please consider donating 
$20 to United DogsAruba to fund the cost of one operation atthisevent. 

As you can see 2018 was a great year for Sgt. Pepper's Friends. They 
have now surpassed 1000 adopted animals in the 3.5 years since they 
introduced thiseffort. Aswellashaving accomplished lotsof majorgoaIs. 
They are looking forward to manifesting biggeraccomplishmentsin 2019, 
and they hope the same forall of you. Thankyou foryourcontinued sup¬ 
port and Happy New YearlQ 
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• Join the Players' Club and WIN UP TO $1,000 IN FREE SLOT PLAY - Guaranteed! 





mimBBM 


Bonus 4-Card BINGO 
starting at 1 pm! 

S6 for 4-Cord BINGO | 8 Games to Play 

$1/000 in 
Cash Prizes 

Additional S500 Cash Prize in oar Monlhty Early Bird 
Drawing when you purrhcise your cord before noon! 


THE SHOPS AT ALHAMBRA CASINO 

Offering a wide variety of Retail & Dining Outlets, 

Salon & Spa Services, Souvenirs and more. 


Subway I Juan Valdez Cafe i Dunkin Donuts I Baskin-Robbins 
Fusion Piano & Wine Bar I TOF Twist of Flavors | Aruba Aloe 
WE'R CUBA I Bijoux Temer Boutique | R-Glass | Curated Lab 
Hungry Piranha | The Lazy Lizard | The Market 
Shalom Body & Soul Spa | The Collectables 


Open daily l Oam to 4am | J.E. Irausquin Blvd #47 . 

* !• * . % 8 

CASINO AND SHOPS 583.5000 I casinoaBiambro.com 


Aruba to Me 


ORANJ ES1AD - VUe would like to 
portrait you! By inviting you to 
send us your favorite vacation 
picture while enjoying our Happy 
Island. Complete the sentence: 

Aruba to me is. Send your 

picture with that text (including 
your name and where you are 
from) to: news@aiubatoday.com 
and we will publish your vaca¬ 
tion memory. Isn't that a special 
way to keep your best moments 
alive? Please do note: By submit¬ 
ting photos, text or any otherma- 
terials, you give permission to The 
Aruba Today Newspaper, Carib¬ 
bean Speed Printers and any of 
its affiliated companies to use 
said materials^ as well as names, 
likeness, etc. for promotional pur¬ 
poses without c ompensation. 

We received this amazing pic¬ 
ture from the Torjman's at Playa 
Linda Beach Resort. 

Aruba to them is: "Our beautiful 
routine for20 years." 

Last but not least: check out our 
website and Facebook page! 
Thank you for supporting ourfree 
newspaper, we strive to make 
you a happy reader every day 
again. □ 
















THURSDAY 3 JANUARY 


A mOCAL 



Feeling Sick during vacation? 

At Your Service: Experienced Doc tor & Pharmacy under one Roof 



PALM BEAC H — Feeling sic k is a miserable thing during vacation. Ihis is the time of the 
yearyou should enjoy and relax, so staying in a hotel room bed with a sunstroke, skin 
allergy, ear infection orinbestinal problems can be a bummer. Hie best thing to do is to 
recoveras soon as possible, and Dr. Lili Beke of the Aruba Walk-in Clinic, togetherwith 
Ralm Beach Service Pharmacy are a one-stop-shopping solution. 


A Walk-In Clinic to Walk To 

First of all she is calm, kind and understanding. Personal touch is her trade mark and 
with more than 35 years of experience asa medical doctorshe knowswhat'sgoing on. 
DoctorBeke is located in Palm Beach, atthe door steps of the hotel area and herclinic 
is appropriately named the Aruba Walk-In Clinic. "I’d like to put myself in the shoes of 
the visitor. Being in a strange place, sometimes far from family oreven alone and feel¬ 
ing sick. You can feel lostand disorientated. I can understand thatand try to give them 
comprehension and a welcome feeling while examining them. So they leave with a 
smile, even if they feel a bit sick." The doctor speaks seven languages: English, Dutch, 
German, French, Italian, Spanish and Papiamento, meaning she can attend to almost 
any tourist from all over the world. "You can come in without an appointment and we 
have an emergency number that works 24/7, if necessary I will visit the patient where 
he/she is staying. We attend patients every day!" Her philosophy is as follows: As long as 
you enjoy whatyou are doing and like to help people, this profession is very rewarding." 
It sounds like the perfect place to heal. 


Pharmacy & Drug Store with a Recipe for Sue cess 

Two quality parties that work together can only be a good thing. After you pickup your 
prescription at Dr. Beke's practice, you can go to the Pharmacy, right next door. The 
collaboration between these two results in a quick, efficientand quality service. It's just 
whatyou need when you feel the only thing you want is healing. Lennert van derPoel, 
general managerofthe Pharmacy, which ispartof a Group of 5 pharmacies, pointsout 
that convenience is not theironly unique asset. "We carry a wide variety of medicines 
from the US, but most of the medicines come from the EU. The prices in the EU are con¬ 
siderately lowerthan in the U.S." All medicine are European registered with the same 
standard asU.S. products "The law in the States a Hows visitors to get medic ineshere for 
the use of six months and many repeated guests or time share owners do so. This saves 
them a lotof money. It is however mandatory to have a prescription from a localdoc- 
tor", says van derPoel. Most common medicines requested by visitors are antibiotic, 
pain killers a nd anti-allergy medications 

Naturally we wish you the healthiest, most wonderful vacation of your life on our Happy 
Island. But.... In case you are in need of a doctorand a pharmacy, just turn around, 
walk in and feel welcome to be curedQ 




Fblm Beach Service Pharmacy 

T: +297 587 1717 
www.boticadiservicio.com 
info@boticadiservic io.com 
Unit 8 at "The Cove" 

Palm Beach 


Aiuba Wblk-in Clinic 

T: +297 588 539 
or+297 594 0539 
lgbeke.md@gmail.com 
Unit 9 at "The Cove" 
Palm Beach 
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In this photo from Dec. 30, 
2018, Pittsburgh Steelers 
wide receiver Antonio Brown 
stands on the sideline before 
◦n NFL football game against 
the Cincinnati Bengals, in 
Pittsburgh. 

Associated Press 

Brown out? 

Tomlin 

frustrated 

wi th star 

receiver's 

antics 

By WILL GRAVES 
AP Sports Writer 
PITTSBURGH (AP) — Mike 
Tomlin doesn't want to say 
Antonio Brown bailed on 
the Pittsburgh Steelers. 

The longtime head coach 
is not ruling it out either. 

The starwide receiverwent 
radio silent in the days 
before the team's regu¬ 
lar-season finale against 
Cincinnati last Sunday, in 
essence abandoning the 
club in what Tomlin de¬ 
scribed asits'darkesthour." 
Though Brown did make 
a cameo appearance on 
the sideline — rocking a 
fur coat — as the Steelers 
edged the Bengals , he 
vanished before the final 
gun and did not show up 
on Monday for exit inter¬ 
views and to clear out his 
locker. Tomlin said Brown 
arrived at practice last 
Wednesday reporting dis¬ 
comfort in his lowerbody. 

Continued on Page 20 



Toronto Raptors forward Kawhi Leonard (2) is fouled going to the net by Utah Jazz forward Jae Crowder (99) as forward Royce 
O'Neale (23) watches during the first half of an NBA basketball game Tuesday, Jan. 1, 2019, in Toronto. 

Associated Press 
Page 19 
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Na da I withdraws, Murray losesto Medvedev in Brisbane 



Raphael Nadal of Spain announces that he is pulling out of the toumamentdue to an injury atthe 
Brisbane International tennis tournament in Brisbane, Australia, Wednesday, J an. 2,2019. 

Associated Press 


By JOHN RYE 

BRISBANE, Australia (AP) — 

Andy Murray lost his sec¬ 
ond-round match less than 
an hour after Rafael Nadal 
withdrew from the Brisbane 
International on Wednes¬ 
day. 

Both players arrived in 
Australia after long injury 
breaks, and neither had 
played a competitive 
match since September. 

At least Murray completed 
two matches. Playing on 
a protected ranking af¬ 
ter an injury-interrupted 18 
months, he beat James 
Duckworth before losing to 
fourth-seeded Daniil Med¬ 
vedev 7-5, 6-2. "There were 
signs in both matches that 
he is still bothered by the 
hip problem which has de¬ 
railed his last two seasons 
Defending women's cham¬ 
pion Elina Svitolina also 
went out in the second 
round, losing to Aliaksandra 
Sa snovic h 6-4, 0-6, 6-3 in the 
last match of the day. 
Murray, a three-time major 
champion, recovered a 
service break in the first set 
and was in the match at 
5-5 until Medvedev won six 
stra ig ht games. 

"As you play up the levels, 
whether it's issues with your 
game, like if you're not serv¬ 
ing as well or if you're not 
moving as well, the better 


p la yens exp lo it tha t," M urra y 
said. "He isa top playerand 
is able to do that. I need to 
try a nd find a wa y of wo rk- 
ing out how to get around 
some ofthe thingsl struggle 
with a little bit now." 

"The second-ranked Nadal 
had a first-round bye but 
withdrew on the eve of his 
scheduled second-round 
match against Jo-Wilfried 
Tsonga after having an MRI 


on a muscle strain in his left 
thigh. 

Nadal said he'd head to 
Melbourne after a brief 
stopover in Sydney for a 
Fast4 event to prepare for 
the Australian Open. "The 
32-ye a r-o Id Sp a n ia rd is 
hoping he can still win the 
season's first major, which 
starts on J an. 14, despite his 
lackof match preparation. 
Doctors "say that it's a very 


small thing, but can be¬ 
come a big thing," Nadal 
said during a news confer¬ 
ence staged while Murray 
wasplaying Medvedev on 
Pat Rafter Arena. 'When 
you increase the intensity 
on the muscle competing, 
then there is a big risk to 
make something bigger." 
Also exiting the men's draw 
on Wednesday where de¬ 
fending champion Nick 


Kyrgios, who lost to J eremy 
C ha rdy 6-7 (5), 6-2, 6-3, a nd 
third-seeded Kyle Edmund, 
who lost to J apanese quali¬ 
fier Yasutaka Uchiyama 7-6 
(6), 6-4. 

Second-seeded Kei Nishi- 
kori beat and 2017 cham¬ 
pion Grig or Dimitrov had 
straight-set wins earlier to 
set up a quarterfinal show¬ 
down — a rematch of their 
final in 2017. Also advanc¬ 
ing were fifth-seeded Milos 
Raonic and seventh-seed¬ 
ed Alex De Minaur. 

Anett Kontaveit beat 
fourth-seeded Petra Kvi- 
tova 7-5, 7-6 (1) to reach 
the women's quarterfinals, 
and Anastasija Sevastova 
advanced to a quarterfinal 
match against U.S. Open 
champion Naomi Osaka. 
Fifth-seeded Karolina Plis- 
kova had a 7-5, 6-2 win 
over Marie Bouzkova and 
will next meet Ajla Tomlja- 
novic, who beat Johanna 
Konta 6-2, 7-6 (2). Donna 
Vekic ousted No. 6 Kiki 
Bertens 7-6 (5), 1-6, 7-5 and 
will take on Sa snovic h in 
the quarterfinals. 

"The absence of Nadal, who 
was replaced in the draw 
by Taro Daniel, and Murray 
puts more focus on the Ni- 
shikori-Dimitrov quarterfinal 
match. Nishikori opened his 
yea rwith a 7-5, 6-2 win over 
Denis Kud la .□ 


Vlhova's height helps her beat Shiflrin in parallel slalom 



Slovakia's Petra Vlahova reacts after winning an alpine ski, 
women's World Cup parallel slalom, at Holmenkollen in Oslo, 
Norway, Tuesday, J an. 1, 2019. 


OSLO, Norway (AP) — Pe¬ 
tra Vlhova of Slovakia took 
advantage of her height 
to beat overall World Cup 
leader Mikaela Shiffrin in 
both runs of the final and 
win a parallel slalom city 
event Tuesday. 

"The 5-foot-ll (1.80 meters) 
Vlhova was able to cross 
check gates out of her 
way with both fists while 
the more compact Shiffrin, 
at 5-foot-7 (1.70 meters), 
had to maneuver further 
around the gates 
Crosschecking isa keytac- 
tic in parallel events, which 
use widergateswith panels 
compared to traditional 
slaloms which have only 
polesasgates. 

Vlhova finished 0.39 sec¬ 
onds ahead of Shiffrin for 
the sixth victory of her ca¬ 


reer, and second in five 
days following a giant sla¬ 
lom win in Semmering, Aus¬ 
tria, last week. She led by 
0.21 seconds after the first 
run. 


Associated Press 

Wendy Holdener of Swit¬ 
zerland beat Anna Swenn 
Larsson of Sweden forthird. 
In the men's race, Austria's 
Marco Schwarz claimed 
the first World Cup victory 


of his career when British 
opponent Dave Ryding 
missed a gate. 

Schwarz's previous best fin¬ 
ish was second in a tradi¬ 
tional slalom in Madonna 
di Campiglio, Italy, last 
month. 

Ryding was attempting to 
become the first British skier 
— man or woman — in the 
51-year history of the World 
Cup to win a race. He also 
finished second in a tradi¬ 
tional slalom in Kitzbuehel, 
Austria, two yearsago. 
Ryding eliminated overall 
World Cup leader Marcel 
Hirscherin the quarterfinals 
when Hirscher straddled a 
gate as he attempted to 
erase a first-run deficit. 
Ramon ^nhaeusem of 
Switzerland tookthird when 
Olympic champion Andre 


Myhrer of Sweden skied 
out in the second run ofthe 
small final. 

Vlhova and Schwarz, both 
23, each won gold medals 
atthe 2012 Youth Olympics 
in Innsbruck, Austria. 
Needing to complete eight 
runsoverfourroundsto win 
in a knockout format, ski¬ 
ers were shuttled back up 
to the start after each leg 
following brief pit stops with 
their ski technic ians. 

"The night event was held 
inside the Holmenkollen ski 
jumping arena, which was 
used forthe 1952 Olympics 
"The World Cup resumes 
with slalom races for men 
and women in Tagreb, Cro¬ 
atia, this weekend. 

Another parallel city event 
is scheduled for Stockholm, 
Sweden, on Feb. 190 
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Leonard scores career best 45, 
Raptors beatJ azz 122-116 



Toronto Raptors forward Kawhi Leonard (2) goes to the basket 
over Utah J azz guard Dante Exum (11) during the second half of 
an NBA basketball game Tuesday, J an. 1 , 2019, in Toronto. 

Associated Ftess 


By The Assoc iated ness 
LOSANGELES(AP) — Kawhi 
Leonard scored a career- 
high 45 points, Pascal 
Siakam had a career-best 
28 points with 10 rebounds, 
and the Toronto Raptors 
beat the Utah J azz 122-116 
on Tuesday night. 

Norman Powell scored a 
season-high 14 points, and 
the Raptors won theirfourth 
stra ightat home. 

Jae Crowder scored a ca¬ 
reer-high 30 points, Derrick 
Favors had 21 and Dono¬ 
van Mitchell scored 19 as 
the Jazz dropped to 10- 
12 on the road and 18-20 
overall. 

Utah's Rudy Gobert scored 
16 points, and Ricky Rubio 
had 14. 

Leonard made all seven 
of his field-goal attempts 
in the third quarter and 
added five foul shots. His 
19 points were the second 
most in any quarter by a 
Raptors player this sea¬ 
son. Serge Ibaka scored 20 
points in the first quarter of 
a Nov. 4 road win against 
the Los Angeles Lakers. 
Leonard shot 16 for 22 


overall, missing all three at¬ 
tempts from 3-point range. 
He went 13 for 17 at the 
free-throw line. 

BUCKS 121, PISTONS98 
MILWAUKEE (AP) — Brook 
Lopez had 25 points, Gi¬ 
annis Antetokounmpo 
threw down a spectacular 
one-handed dunk and Mil¬ 
waukee cruised past De¬ 
troit. 

Khris Middleton had 22 
points and Eric Bledsoe 
had 18 for Milwaukee. An¬ 
tetokounmpo had just 15 
points, but his slam over 
Jon Leuer was the high¬ 
light of the night. Antetok¬ 
ounmpo blew past Andre 
Drummond, jumped and 
reached his right arm over 
a leaping Leuer for the 
slam during the first quarter. 
Milwaukee has won four 
straight and eight of nine. 
The Bucks are an NBA-best 
26-10. 

Blake Griffin had 29 points 
and nine rebounds, and 
Reggie Jackson scored 19 
points for Detroit, which fell 
to 16-19. 

NUGGET5 115, KNICKS 108 
DENVER(AP) — Nikola J Okie 


had 19 points, 14 rebounds 
and 15 assists, including a 
late no-look pass to wrap 
thingsup, asDenverpicked 
up its ninth straight home 
victory. 

Reserve Malik Beasley 
added a career-high 23 
pointsforthe Western Con¬ 
ference-leading Nuggets, 
who have now knocked off 
the Knicks 11 straight times 
at the Pepsi Center. It was 
far from easy, though, with 
the Nuggets needing a big 
3-pointer from Jokic with 
2:55 remaining to finally 
gain some separation. The 
struggling Knicks have lost 
eight in a row. 

Luke Komet led the Knicks 
with 19 points, while re¬ 
serve Enes Kanter scored 
17 points and grabbed 
12 points. Kanter's recent¬ 
ly voiced his displeasure 
about his role with the 
Knicks 

TRAIL BLAZERS 113, KINGS 
108, OT 

SACRAMENTO, Calif. (AP) 
— Damian Liliand shook off 
a sluggish night shooting to 
score five of his 25 points 
in overtime, and Portland 


rallied after blowing a 
14-point halftime lead. 

J usuf Nurkic had 24 points 
and a career-high 23 re¬ 
bounds to help Portland to 


its fourth straight win over 
Sacramento. CJ McCollum 
added 16 points, and Mau¬ 
rice Harkless had 11 points 
and nine reboundsO 


Purdue super Ian who inspired with fight againstcancerdies 



In this Tuesday, Sept 4, 2018, photo. Central Catholic play¬ 
ers present Tyler Trent; foreground, with a check to benefit Ri¬ 
ley Children's Hospital before meeting Lafayette Jeff in a high 
school volleyball game, in Lafayette, Ind. 

Associated Press 


INDIANAPOUS (AP) — Tyler 
Trent, a former Purdue Uni¬ 
versity student and college 
football super fan who in¬ 
spired many with his battle 
against cancer, died Tues¬ 
day. He was 20 years old. 
His family confirmed the 
death to The Indianapolis 
Star. 

Trentwanted to be a sports- 
writerand wasdetermined 
to attend Purdue despite 
suffering three bouts with 
a rare bone cancer, first 
diagnosed at age 15. He 
entered Purdue in the fall 
of 2017 while undergo¬ 
ing chemotherapy. He 
camped out with another 
student to get good seats 
to a Purdue-Michigan foot¬ 
ball game, just hours after 
chemotherapy. 

He gained national atten¬ 
tion in 2018 by becoming 
the adopted captain of 
the Boilermakers football 
team. He was in a wheel- 


c ha irfor Purdue's upset win 
overOhio State, which was 
ranked No. 2 in the nation 
at the time. He became a 
social media star with his 
positive attitude and de¬ 
termination to live every 
day to the fullest despite 
the illness. 'Though I am in 
hospice care and have 
to wake up every morn¬ 
ing knowing that the day 
might be my last, I still have 
a choice to make: to make 
that day the best it can 
be," Trent wrote in a guest 
column forthe newspaper 
in early December. 

Trent earned an associ¬ 
ate degree from Purdue 
in computer information 
technology. 

The Purdue athletic de¬ 
partment offered condo- 
lencesto Trent's family and 
friends in a statement post¬ 
ed on its website. 

"While there are no words 
to ease the hurt at times 


like this, we hope some 
comfort can be found in 
knowing what an inspira¬ 
tion Tyler is to our student- 
athletes, coaches, staff 
and fans," the statement 


said. 'The entire Purdue 
Athletics family has been 
touched by his coura¬ 
geous battle, positive spirit 
and unwavering faith.Tyler 
was the embodiment of a 


true Boilermaker who will 
live on in each of us. We will 
foreverbe #TylerStrong." 
Last year, Purdue created 
a scholarship, the Tyler 
Trent Courage and Resil¬ 
ience Award , for an un¬ 
dergraduate who has en¬ 
countered adversity while 
pursuing a college degree. 
The TylerTrent Cancer Re¬ 
search Endowment also 
wasset up to support can¬ 
cer research at Purdue 
and received more than 
$100,000 in donations. 

In December, Trent won 
Disney's Wide World of 
Sports Spirit Award, given 
annually to college foot¬ 
ball's most inspirational in¬ 
dividual or team. 
'TylerTrent was among the 
biggest, strongest and wis¬ 
est people you could ever 
meet," said Indiana Gov. 
Eric Holcomb. "He remind¬ 
ed us what being good is 
all about.'O 
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Saints* Rams, Beats finish as top 3 in AP Pro32 poll 



NewOrieans Saints receiver MichaelThomasmakesa catch during an NFL football game against 
the Carolina Panthers, Sunday, Dec. 30, 2018 in New Orieans. 

Associated Press 


By SIMMI BUTTAR 

NEW YORK (AP) — The 

chase to Atlanta ison. 

The regular season is over 
a nd there a re 12 tea ms re- 
ma ining in the run to the Su- 
perBowl. 

And at the top of the AP 
Pro32 poll, the new year 
starts right where the previ- 
ousone ended. 

The New Orleans Saints, 
Los Angeles Rams and Chi¬ 
cago Bears, the top three 
seeds in the NFC, retained 
their top three spots in the 
final AP Pro32 poll of the 
season. 

New Orieans received 11 
of the 12 first-place votes 
for 382 points in ballot¬ 
ing Wednesday by media 
members who regularly 
cover the NFL New Or¬ 
leans will open the playoffs 
at home in the divisional 
round on Sunday, J an 13. 
'The Saints lost in Week 
1 and Week 17, both at 
home," said Ira Kaufman 
of Fox 13 in Tampa, Florida. 
"In between, Drew Brees 
and company established 


themselves as the team 
to beat in the Super Bowl 
chase." 

The Rams, who also finished 
13-3 in the regular season, 
will start their postseason at 
the Coliseum on Saturday, 
Jan. 12. 

The Bears will close wild¬ 
card weekend when they 


host the defending Super 
Bowl champion Eagles on 
Sunday. 

The next six spots in the poll 
are all taken by the AFC's 
playoffs tea ms. 

The Chiefs, who have the 
AFC's top seed, are No. 
4. Kansas City, which re¬ 
ceived the remaining first- 


place vote — from John 
Czamecki of Fox Sports — 
has won the AFC West for 
three consecutive seasons. 
Patrick Mahomes, who fin¬ 
ished with 5,097 yards and 
50 TD passes, will try to get 
Kansas City its first home 
playoff win since the 1993 
season. 


"MVP front-runner Patrick 
Ma homes finished a bril¬ 
liant first season as a starter 
with 50touchdown passes," 
said Newsday'sBob Glaub¬ 
er. 'With home-field advan¬ 
tage in the AFC playoffs, is 
a Super Bowl berth next?" 
The Los Angeles Chargers 
and New England Patriots 
finished in a tie at No. 5 in 
the poll. 

The Patriots, who won the 
AFC Eastforthe 10thstraight 
season and 15th time in the 
pa st 16 sea so ns, are the No. 
2 seed in the AFC. They a re 
trying to reach their ninth 
Super Bowl in the Bill Belie h- 
ick-Tom Brady era. They a re 
also trying to become the 
first team since the 1990s 
Buffalo Bills to return to the 
Super Bowl after losing it 
the previous season, and 
the first since the 1992 Bills 
to make a third successive 
trip to the big game. 

The Chargers, despite fin¬ 
ishing with the same record 
as the Chiefs at 12-4, lost 
the tiebreaker and are the 
No. 5 seed in the AFC. □ 



Pittsburgh Steele rs head coach Mike Tomlin meets with reporters 
after an NFL football game against the Cincinnati Bengals in 
Pittsburgh, Sunday, Oct 7, 2018. 

Associated Ftess 


BROWNOUT? 

Continued from Rage 17 

The team gave Brown the 
day off, did so again on 
Thursday. On Friday, Tom¬ 
lin sent Brown home to 
rest and suggested he get 
an MRI on the banged up 
knee. 

Tomlin did not hear from 
Brown on Saturday to get 
an update. When Drew 
Rosenhaus, Brown's agent, 
reached out on Sunday 
morning to tell Tomlin that 
Brown was available to 
play, Tomlin "drew a line in 
the sand" and said Brown 
could best serve the Steel- 
ersby cheering on the side¬ 


line. 

While Tomlin demurred 
when asked during his 
season-ending news con¬ 
ference on Wednesday if 
Brown "quit," the longtime 
head coach offered little 
in defense of the perennial 
Pro Bowler, whose historic 
production hasbecome in¬ 
creasingly at odds with his 
erratic off-the-field behav¬ 
ior. 

'The bottom line is we were 
playing a significant game 
and he didn't do a good 
enough job of communi¬ 
cating of being available 
in the hours leading up to 
that performance," Tomlin 


said. 

"So we needed to make 
decisions pertinent to get¬ 
ting to play in that perfor¬ 
mance. So, I've been real 
clear at outlining what 
transpired, the level of com¬ 
munication, things of that 
nature. Obviously there are 
some things within that that 
you can infer, certainly." 
Rather than spend time 
elaborating on how the 
Steele rs went from 7-2-1 
the week before Thanksgiv¬ 
ing to 9-6-1 a nd missing the 
postseason forthe first time 
since 2013 — a collapse 
Tomlin plans to "wallow" in 
over the next few weeks — 
he spent the majority of his 
time responding to ques¬ 
tions a bout Brown. 

It's nothing new. The 
30-year-old is the only 
player in NFL history with 
six straight 100-catch sea¬ 
sons, but has become ad¬ 
ept at drawing headlines 
for things that have noth¬ 
ing to do with football, be 
it live streaming from the 
postgame locker room in 
Kansas City two years ago 
to threatening a reporter 
from ESPN on social media 
in September to suggest¬ 
ing on Twitter he should be 


traded . 

It hasn't stopped. As Tom¬ 
lin spoke, Brown — who 
has three years remaining 
on his four-year, $72 million 
extension he signed in the 
spring of 2017 — published 
a post on Instagram to his 
3.1 million followers saying 
"I am divinely blessed with 
free will. I utilize that gift, 
choosing to take charge 
of my life." Brown also ap¬ 
peared with former team¬ 
mate J ames Flarrison, who 
promised an exclusive "in¬ 
terview" with Brown. 

Tomlin has long had a 
policy of trying to tune out 
what his players say or do 
on social media, but admit¬ 
ted there's a level of "disap¬ 
pointment" when it comes 
to Brown's actions before 
adding it's immaterial to his 
job. 

Asked if there's a point with 
Brown or any player where 
the distractions can out¬ 
weigh the on-the-field ben¬ 
efits, Tomlin said "certainly." 
Whether the Steelers are 
at that point is unclear. 
Tomlin said the team has 
not received any 'formaI" 
trade requests from Brown's 
camp. 

Tomlin declined to get into 


what punishment Brown 
may face in the future, 
saying the club is still gath¬ 
ering information. Tomlin 
does believe that Brown 
was dealing with some 
type of injury, but added to 
his knowledge that Brown 
has not undergone the 
MRI."Like we do in all cir¬ 
cumstances, we will deal 
with it appropriately and 
deal with it in-house,"Tom¬ 
lin said. 

Brown's future status is just 
one of a number of ques¬ 
tions the Steelers will face 
over the next few months, 
starting with the coaching 
staff. The defense and spe- 
cialteamsboth had critical 
missteps this season and 
offensive line coach Mike 
Munchak is in the mix for 
several open head coach¬ 
ing positions 

'When you lack success, 
when you fail, change is a 
part of it,"Tomlin said. 'We 
talk about it. Asa staff we 
talk about it. As players, in 
exit meetings That's just our 
business" 

So lately, has been ad¬ 
dressing the perpetual dra¬ 
ma surrounding one of the 
NFL's most talented and 
mercurial playersQ 
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In this Tuesday, March 14, 2017, file photo, Washington Capitals 
left wing Alex Ovec hkin, of Russia, looks on from the bene h dur¬ 
ing the first period of an NHL hoc key game against the Minne¬ 
sota Wld in Washington. 

Associated Press 


Alex Ovec hkin Id skip 
NHLAII-SlarGame, 
be suspended lgame 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Alex 
Ovechkin will skip the All- 
Star Weekend in San Jose 
to get some extra rest and 
serve an automatic one- 
game suspension. 

Ihe Washington Capitals 
announced Ovechkin's 
decision Wednesday. Ihe 
team says the NHL's lead¬ 
ing goal-scorer wants to 
take advantage of the 
adjoining bye weekto pre¬ 
pare forthe second ha If of 
the season. 

"My body needs a rest," 
Ovechkin said after prac¬ 
tice on Wednesday. "The 
33-year-old has played in 
all 33 games this season 
and leadsthe CapitaIswith 
45 points. 

Washington's final game 
before the All-Star break is 
Jan. 23 at Toronto. The All- 
Star game is Jan. 26, and 


the Capitals don't play 
again until Feb. 1 against 
Calgary. 

Deputy Commissioner Bill 
Daly confirmed Ovechkin 
must miss either the game 
before or after the All-Star 
break, "fhe NHL recently 
instituted an automatic 
one-game suspension for 
players who chose not 
to participate in All-Star 
Weekend, except in cases 
of injury. 

Fans voted Ovechkin, the 
reigning playoff MVP, as 
the captain of the Met¬ 
ropolitan Division All-Star 
team. It's not clear who 
would take over the spot, 
though the NHL's hockey 
operations department 
chooses the remaining All- 
Sta rs. Full All-Sta r rosters will 
be released Wednesday 
nightO 
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Boston Bruins right wing David Pasbnak (88), center, celebrate after scoring his goal againstthe 
Chicago Blackhawks in the first period of the NHL Writer Classic hockey game at Notre Dame 
Stadium, Tuesday, J an. 1, 2019, in South Bend, Ind. 

Associated Press 

Bruins beat BTia wks 4-2 in 
Winter Classic at Notre Dame 


By Ihe Assoc iated Press 
SOUTH BEND, Ind. (AP) — 

David Pastmakhad a goal 
and an assist, Tuukka Rask 
made 36 saves and the 
Boston Bruins beat the Chi¬ 
cago Blackhawks 4-2 on 
Tuesday in the Winter Clas¬ 
sic at Notre Dame. 

Patrice Bergeron, Sean 
Kuralyand Brad Marchand 
also scored as Boston won 
forthe second time in three 
appearances in the NHL's 
annual outdoor game on 
New Year's Day. The Bruins 
went 2 for 5 with the man 
advantage and killed off 
each of the Blackhawks' 
four power plays. 

Backed by most of the sell¬ 
out crowd of 76,126 in per¬ 
fect conditions for outdoor 
hockey — the game-time 
temperature was 35.5 de¬ 
grees, and a gray, over¬ 
cast sky took the sun out of 
the equation — Chicago 
pushed hard forthe tying 
score in the closing min¬ 
utes, but came up empty. 
BrendanPerliniand Dominik 


Kahun scored forthe Black¬ 
hawks (15-21-6), and Cam 
Ward made 32 stops. 
Chicago had won five of 
six, but it remained win¬ 
less in an NHL-high fourth 
appearance in the Winter 
Classic. It also dropped to 
1-5 in six outdoor games— 
also tops in the league. 
PREDATORS 4, FLYERS 0 
NASHVILLE, Tenn. (AP) — 
Viktor Arvidsson scored 
twice, J uuse Saras made 
32 saves and the Nashville 
Predators defeated the 
Philadelphia Flyers4-0Tues¬ 
day. Craig Smith and Roc- 
co Grimaldi also scored for 
Nashville, which has won 
two straight. 

Michal Neuvirth made 26 
saves for the Flyers, who 
have lost four in a row. 

The shutout was Saras' sec¬ 
ond of the season and the 
sixth of his career. 

Making his first start since 
Dec. 15, Saras was busy 
early, stopping 13 shots in 
the first period. He made 
12 saves in the second and 


seven in the third period. 

GOLDEN KNIGHTS 2, KINGS 
0 

LAS VEGAS (AP) — Marc- 
Andre Fleury stopped 17 
shots for his lea g ue-lea d ing 
sixth shutout and Vegas 
blanked LosAngeles. 
Brandon Pirri continued his 
amazing scoring run forthe 
Golden Knights in the third 
period. He jumped on a 
loose puck at the right fa- 
ceoff dot and sniped his 
sixth goal and eighth point 
in seven gamesthisseason. 
Pirri has nine goals in nine 
games since joining Vegas 
last season. 

Fleury, who improved to 
7-0-3 in his last 10 appear- 
ancesdating to Dec. 9, got 
his23rd win in his37th start 
— both league-bests. 
AlexTuch added an emp- 
ty-netter in the fina I minute. 
The Golden Knights, who 
are 8-1-3 in their last 12 
games, beat the Kings for 
the second time in four 
days after winning in Los 
Angeleson Saturday.Q 
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Twins sign C ruz for DH power, c lubhouse leadership 



In this Sept 13, 2018, file photo, Seattle Marineis' Nelson Cruz 
watches his three- inn home run in the fourth inning of a baseball 
game againstthe bos Angeles Angels, in Anaheim, Calif. 

Associated Press 


By DAVE CAMPBELL 
AP Sports Writer 
MINNEAPOLIS (AP) — With 
an opening for a desig¬ 
nated hitterand a need for 
more power in the lineup, 
the Minnesota Twins found 
quite a fit on the free agent 
market with a six-time All- 
Star in Nelson Cruz. 

They'll be counting on his 
impact beyond the middle 
of the batting order. There's 
a clubhouse filled with still- 
developing players who 
could use his wisdom, too. 
The Twins signed Cruz to a 
one-year, $14.3 million con¬ 
tract that comes with a $12 
million club option for2020, 
formalizing Wednesday 
their addition of a player 
whose 203 home runs over 
the previous five seasons 
are the most in the major 
leaguesduring that span. 

"I don't think we view Nel¬ 
son just asa DH,"Twinsgen- 
eral managerThad Levine 
said. "He's clearly going to 
be occupying that spot in 
the lineup, but as we've 
intimated, and you've got 
to hear in his voice, what 
he brings to the table is so 


much more than that. So 
we did prioritize this type of 
offensive production. We 
did try to prioritize this type 
of quality of character and 
leadership." 

Cruz, who will turn 39 on 
July 1, batted .256 with 37 


homers, 97 RBIsand a .342 
on-base percentage in 
2018 for Seattle. He hit a 
career-high 40 homers in 
2014 in a one-year stop in 
Baltimore, after an eight- 
season run with Texas Over 
the last five years, Cruz has 


played in an average of 
153 games 

Cruz served a 50-game sus¬ 
pension in 2013 for violat¬ 
ing the major league drug 
agreement in relation to 
the sport's investigation of 
the Biogenesis of America 
clinic. The Twins are still ea¬ 
ger to rely on his produc¬ 
tion and mentorship in a 
youthful clubhouse. 

"I know my body. I know 
what I need to do to stay 
healthy first, you know? And 
whatldo ona dailybasisto 
prepare myself to be suc¬ 
cessful on the field, that's 
the biggest difference," 
said Cruz, who added he 
would be "very proud" to 
play in the outfield, where 
Eddie Rosario and Max Ke¬ 
pler are set at the comer 
positions He's only played 
there nine times over the 
previous two seasons. 

The Twins signed Logan 
Morrison last year for $6.5 
million to serve as the pri¬ 
mary designated hitter, 
but coming off a career- 
high 38-homer season, he 
struggled badly and even¬ 
tually had hip surgery that 


shelved him in mid-August 
with a .186 batting aver¬ 
age. 

Morrison, who wound up 
playing more than expect¬ 
ed at first base while Joe 
Mauer recovered from a 
concussion, took35 tumsas 
the DH. He took a $1 million 
buyout and became a free 
agent. Mauer, who retired , 
had 33 starts Robbie Gross- 
man, who was not offered 
a contract and became a 
free agent, was the DH 36 
times 

With 360 career home runs, 
Cruz is fourth on the ac¬ 
tive list behind Albert Pujols 
(633), Miguel Cabrera (465) 
and Edwin Encamacion 
(380). He will earn $14 mil¬ 
lion in 2019, and if the Twins 
were to decide to decline 
the $12 million option for 
next year, they would owe 
him a $300,000 buyout. 

By signing second base- 
man J ona than Sc hoop and 
claiming first baseman C.J. 
Cron off waivers, the Twins 
have added 88 homers to 
their lineup after finishing 
23rcl in the majors with 166 
last season 



AP source: Tulowitzki agrees 
to 1-yeardeal with Yankees 


By RONALD BUJM 

NEW YORK (AP) — The New 

York Yankees have ob¬ 
tained a low-cost infield 
replacement, agreeing to 
a one-year contract with 
shortstop Troy Tulowitzki for 
the major league minimum 
$555,000, a person familiar 
with the negotiations told 
The Associated Press. 

The person spoke to the AP 
on condition of anonymity 
Wednesday because the 
agreement, first reported 
by ESPN, is subject to a suc¬ 
cessful physical. 

Tulowitzki idolized retired 
Yankees captain Derek 
J eterand haswom No. 2 in 
hishonor. A five-time All-Sta r 
who turned 34 in October, 
Tulowitzki has not played 
in the major leagues since 
J uly 2017 and was released 
bythe Toronto BlueJ ays last 
month. He waslimited to 66 
games in 2017 because of 


a hamstring and right ankle 
injury. The ankle required 
surgery last spring and he 
missed the entire season. 
Yankees shortstop Did i Gre¬ 
gorius had TommyJ ohn sur¬ 
gery on his right elbow on 
Oct. 17 and is not expect¬ 
ed to return until summer. 
New York also has been 
talking with Manny Mach¬ 
ado, one of the top avail¬ 
able free agents Tulowitzki 
could slotin at shortstop, al¬ 
lowing GleyberTorresto re¬ 
main at second baseman 
and Miguel Andujarto stay 
at third. 

Tulowitzki was taken by 
Colorado with the seventh 
overall pick in the 2005 
amateur draft, became a 
star with the Rockies and 
agreed afterthe 2010 sea¬ 
son to a $157.75 million, 10- 
year contract that added 
$132 million overseven sea¬ 
sons. Colorado dealt him 


in J uly 2015 to Toronto in a 
deal that brought shortstop 
J ose Reyes to the Rockies 
While Tulowitzki helped the 
Blue J ays reach that year's 
ALChampionship Series, he 
slumped the next yea rand 
then was derailed by inju¬ 
ries. 

Tulowitzki isowed $20million 
for next year, $14 million for 
2020 and a $4 million buy¬ 
out of a 2021 team option. 
Toronto would pay all but 
the big league minimum 
in the Yankees deal, which 
would be offset against his 
2018 salary. 

Toronto will be paying Tu¬ 
lowitzki for many years: $5 
million of his 2019 salary is 
deferred at 3 percent in¬ 
terest and is payable in 10 
equal installments each 
Jan. 1 from 2025-34. In ad¬ 
dition, the buyout is due in 
$2 million installments on 
J uly 1 in 2021 a nd 20220 









Tourde France winner Geraint "Thomas, of Britain, wearing the 
overall leader's yellow jersey, passes the Arc de Triomphe on 
July 29, 2018, during the twenty-first stage of the 116-kilome¬ 
ter (72.1-mile) "lourde France cycling race fiom Houillesto the 
Champs-Elysees in Rails. 

Associated Press 

"Thomas, FToome 
target "lourde 
Fiance in 2019 


MANCHESTER, England (AP) 

— Geraint Thomas and 
Chris Froome, the current 
and formerTourde France 
champions, are planning 
to compete in the 2019 
edition of the race in what 
could be Team Sky's final 
bid for cycling's biggest 
prize. 

Froome will not defend his 
Giro d'Italia title as targets 
a record-tying fifth win in 
the Tour, while Thomas is 
bidding for back-to-back 
victories. 

Both British riders have said 
they want to deliver suc- 
cesson the road in orderto 
help Team Sky secure new 
sponsorship, with its future 
uncertain following the de¬ 
cision of broadcaster Sky 


to end its investment in the 
sport after2019. 

The 33-year-old Froome 
said it was a difficult deci¬ 
sion not to defend his Giro 
title afterbecoming the first 
British winner of the race 
last May. "I'm getting to 
the point in my career now 
where I'm starting to think 
about what kind of legacy 
I want to leave behind," he 
said, "and if I am able to 
win the Tourde France for 
a fifth time and join that 
very elite group of bike rid¬ 
ers — only four other peo¬ 
ple have everdone that — 
it would just be incredible." 
Eddy Merckx, Bernard 
Hinault, Jacques Anquetil 
and Miguel Indurain are the 
other five-time winnersO 


Penn Slate moves 
to trademark the 
Happy Valley nickname 


STATE COLLEGE, Pa. (AP) — 

It's sometimes called State 
College and sometimes 
University Park, but Penn 
State wants to ensure it 
holds the trademark when 
it's called Happy Valley. 

The Centre Daily Times re¬ 
ported Wednesday the 
university asked the U.S. 
Patent and Trademark Of¬ 


fice last month to trade¬ 
mark the term that refers 
to the school's setting in 
the mountains of central 
Pennsylvania. The appli¬ 
cation says it wants to use 
the term on clothing and 
headwear. The paper says 
that the trademark had 
been registered but that 
the hoIderdidn'trenew it. □ 
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In this Nov. 5, 2018 file photo Borussia Dortmund's Christian Politic goes for a ball during a training 
session at Wanda Metropolitan© stadium in Madrid, Spain, priorto the Champions League match 
between Atietico and Dortmund. 

Associated Press 


Pulisic to join Chelsea as most 
expensive American player 


DORTMUND, Geimany (AP) 

— Christian Pulisic became 
the most expensive Ameri¬ 
can soccerplayerin history 
after completing a trans¬ 
fer to English club Chelsea 
from Borussia Dortmund on 
Wednesday. 

Chelsea paid 64 million 
euros ($73 million) for the 
20-year-old United States 
winger, who will be loaned 
back to Dortmund for the 
rest of this season. The Ger¬ 
man club won't have to 
pay Chelsea forthe loan. 
The fee is easily the biggest 
paid foran American play¬ 
er, surpassing the reported 
20 million euros ($22.5 mil¬ 
lion) spent by German 
team Wolfsburg for John 
Brooks in 2017. 

"It wa s a Iwa ys C h ristia n's b ig 
dream to play in the Pre¬ 
mier League," Dortmund 
sporting director Michael 
Zbrc said. 'That certainly 
has to do with his Ameri¬ 
can origins, and so it wasn't 
possible for us to extend his 
contract." 

The Hershey, Pennsylvania- 
native's contract with Dort¬ 
mund was due to expire at 
the end of next season. 

"It is a privilege to have 
signed for such a legend¬ 
ary club," Pulisic said of the 
London team that haswon 
five Premier League titles 
since 2005. He thanked 


Dortmund for'finding a so¬ 
lution that was win-win for 
everyone." 

Pulisic had long been linked 
with a move to a Premier 
League club, while Dort¬ 
mund's league rival Bayern 
Munich wasalso reportedly 
interested. 

Despite the price tag, the 
signing could be somewhat 
of a coup for Chelsea if it 
helps the club establish a 
larger American fan base. 
"He's one of the great 
young talents in the world," 
former U.S. defender Alexi 
Lalas wrote on Twitter. "He 
just happens to be Ameri¬ 
can...which makes him 
even more valuable. All 
brands want to continue to 
mine the fertile U.S. market, 
having Pulisic doesn't hurt." 
It is the most high-profile 
move secured by an Amer¬ 
ican outfield player, with 
goalkeepers Tim Howard 
having previously played 
for Manchester United and 
Brad FriedelforUverpool. 
Chelsea director Marina 
Granovskaia said the club 
hassigned "one of Europe's 
most sought-after young 
players." "At just 20, we be¬ 
lieve he has the potential 
to become an important 
Chelsea player for many 
years to come," she said. 
Chelsea managerMaurizio 
Sarri said he was unaware 


the club was signing Pulisic 
until a day before it was 
announced. 

"I was asked about him 
a month ago," said Sarri, 
speaking after Chelsea's 
0-0 draw with Southamp¬ 
ton late Wednesday, "and 
my opinion was positive." 
Pulisic, who can play on 
either wing or behind the 
striker, has been overshad¬ 
owed somewhat at Dort¬ 
mund this season due to 
the emergence of English 
youngster Jadon Sancho. 
Sane ho was signed from 
Manchester City for 8 mil¬ 
lion pounds ($10 million) 
in the offseason of 2017 
and has already scored six 
Bundesliga goals and set 
up nine more this season. 
Pulisic has made only 11 
league appearances (one 
goal, two assists) and only 
five of those were asa start¬ 
er. In a message posted 
on his Twitter account, Pu¬ 
lisic urged Dortmund fans 
to "not doubt my passion, 
determination and my 110 
percent commitment to 
the team right until the last 
ball is kicked this sea son." 
Dortmund leads the Ger¬ 
man league by six points 
heading into the second 
half of the season and is 
through to the last 16 of the 
Champions League, where 
it will face Tottenham.O 
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Tec h addicts' seek solace in 12 sbepsand rehab 



In this Dec. 8, 2018, photo, young men gather to talk after a 12-step meeting for Internet & Tec h 
Addiction Anonymous in Bellevue, Wash. 

Associated Press 


By MARTHA IRVINE 
AP National VUHter 
BELLEVUE, Wash. (AP) — We 

like to say we're addicted 
to our phones or an app 
or some new show on a 
streaming video service. 

But for some people, tech 
gets in the way of daily 
functioning and self-care. 
We're talking flunk-your- 
classes, can't-find-a-job, 
live-in-a-dark-hole kinds of 
problems, with depression, 
anxiety and sometimes sui¬ 
cidal thoughts part of the 
mix. 

Suburban Seattle, a major 
tech center, has become 
a hub forhelp forso-called 
'tech addicts," with resi¬ 
dential rehab, psycholo¬ 
gists who specialize in such 
treatment and 12-step 
meetings. 

'The drugs of old are now 
repackaged. We have a 
new foe,"Cosette Rae says 
of the barrage of tech. A 
former developer in the 
tech world, she heads a 
Seattle area rehab center 
called reSTART Life, one 
of the few residential pro- 
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grams in the nation special¬ 
izing in tech addiction. 

Use of that word — addic¬ 
tion — when it comes to 
devices, online content 
and the like is still debated 
in the mental health world. 
But many practitioners 
agree that tech use is in¬ 
creasingly intertwined with 
the problemsof those seek¬ 
ing help. 

An American Academy of 
Pediatrics review of world¬ 
wide research found that 
excessive use of video 
games alone is a serious 
problem for as many as 9 
percent of young people. 
This summer, the World 
Health Organization also 
added "gaming disorder" 
to its list of afflictions. A simi¬ 


lar diagnosis is being con¬ 
sidered in the United States. 
It can be a taboo subject 
in an industry that frequent¬ 
ly faces criticism for using 
"persuasive design," inten¬ 
tionally harnessing psycho¬ 
logical concepts to make 
tech a II the more enticing. 
One 27-year-old man, 
found through a 12-step 
program for tech addicts, 
works in the very industry 
that peddles the games, 
videos and other online 
content that haslong been 
his vice. He does cloud 
maintenance for a subur¬ 
ban Seattle tech company 
and constantlyfindshimself 
fending off temptation. 

"I'm like an alcoholic work¬ 
ing at a bar," he laments. 


He spoke on the condition 
that he not be identified, 
fearing he might harm his 
career in an industry he's 
long loved. 

As a toddler, he sat on his 
dad's lap in their Seattle 
area home as they played 
simple video games on a 
Mac Classic II computer. 
By early elementary school, 
he got his first Super Nin¬ 
tendo system and spent 
hours playing Yoshi's Story, 
a game where the main 
character searched for 
"lucky fruit." 

As he grew, so did one 
of the world's major tech 
hubs. Led by Microsoft, it 
rose from the nondescript 
suburban landscape and 
fa rm fields here, just a short 
drive from the home he 
still shares with his mom, 
who split from her husband 
when their only child was 
11 . 

Asa teen, he took an inter¬ 
est in music and acting but 
recalls how playing games 
increasingly became a 
way to escape life. "I go on¬ 
line instead of dealing with 
my feelings," he says 
He'd been seeing a thera¬ 
pist for depression and se¬ 
vere social anxiety. But at¬ 
tending college outof state 
allowed more freedom and 
less structure, so he spent 
even more time online. His 
gradesplummeted, forcing 
him to change majors, from 
engineering to business. 
After graduating in 2016 


and moving home, he'd go 
to a nearby restaurant or 
the library to use the Wi-Fi, 
claiming he was looking for 
a job but having no luck. 
Instead, he was spending 
hours on Reddit, an online 
forum where people share 
news and comments, or 
viewing YouTube videos 
Sometimes, he watched 
online pom. 

Others who attend a 12- 
step meeting ofthe Internet 
& Tech Addiction Anony¬ 
mous know the struggle. 

"I had to be convinced 
that this was a 'thing,'" says 
Walker, a 19-year-old from 
Washington whose parents 
insisted he get help after 
video gaming trashed his 
first semester of college. 
He agreed to speak only if 
identified by first name, as 
required by the 12-step te¬ 
nets. 

Help is found at facilities 
like reSTART. Clients "detox" 
from tech at a secluded 
ranch and move on to a 
group home. 

They commit to eating well 
and regular sleep and ex¬ 
ercise. They find jobs, and 
many eventually return to 
college. They also make 
"bottom line" promises to 
give up video gamesorany 
other problem content, as 
well as drugs and alcohol, 
if those are issues. They use 
monitored smartphones 
with limited function — 
calls, texts and emails and 
access to maps 
The young tech worker 
did n't go to reSTART. But he, 
too, hasappson hisphone 
that send reports about 
what he's viewing to his 12- 
step sponsor, a fellow tech 
addict named Charlie, a 
30-year-old reSTARTgradu- 
ate. 

At home, the young man 
also persuaded his mom to 
get rid of Wi-Fi to lessen the 
temptation. 

He still relapses every cou¬ 
ple months, often when 
he's tired or upset or very 
bored. He tells himself that 
his problem isn't as bad as 
othertech addicts. 

'Then,"the young man says, 
"I discoververy quickly that 
I am actually an addict, 
and Ido need to do this." 
Having Charlie to lean on 
helps "He's a role model," 
he sa ys.Q 
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Expect 2019 to be quiet in Congress for small business 



In this J une 21 , 2018 file photo, a job applicant looks at job list¬ 
ings for the Riveiside Hotel at a job fair hosted by Job Nevus 
South Honda, in SUnrise, Ha. 

Associated Ftess 


By j OYC E M. ROSENBERG 
NEW YORK (AP) — Small 
business issues often win bi¬ 
partisan support on Capitol 
Hill, but given the divisions 
in the incoming 116th Con¬ 
gress, advocates for com¬ 
panies have low expecta¬ 
tions 

Even after lawmakers deal 
with the partial govern¬ 
ment shutdown, a Demo¬ 
cratic House, a Republican 
Senate and ongoing inves- 
tigationsof the Trump White 
House and campaign are 
expected to be obstacles 
to much small business-re¬ 
lated work getting done. 

"I think 2019 is going to be 
a quiet year with maybe 
small reforms on tax things, 
maybe some trade legisla¬ 
tion getting through," said 
Karen Kerrigan, president 
of the Small Business & En¬ 
trepreneurship Council. 
Company owners may see 
more movement in their 
states, said J ohn Arensmey- 
er, CEO of Small Business 
Majority, who called gover¬ 
nors "more aggressive than 
anyone" on helping small 
business. 

A look at issues that small 
business advocates ex¬ 
pect to be on government 
agendasin 2019: 

HEALTHCARE 

Lawmakers were expected 
to introduce health care 
billseven before the federal 
court ruling last month that 
the Affordable Care Act is 
unconstitutional. Since that 
ruling, which is expected 
to be appealed and could 
reach the Supreme Court, 


House Democrats have 
said they plan to intervene 
in the defense of the law. 
Democrats expect to intro¬ 
duce bills to limit the use of 
low-cost short-term health 
plans that have limited 
coverage and bolster the 
ACA's coverage of people 
with pre-existing conditions 
Republican opposition to 
Democratic efforts is likely, 
although many GOP law¬ 
makers voiced support for 
pre-existing condition cov¬ 
erage during their election 
campaigns 

Small business groups want 
Congressto pass legislation 
limiting increases in health 
care costs — but they're 
not optimistic. 

'To do that would be con¬ 
troversial," said Todd Mc¬ 
Cracken, president of the 
National Small Business As¬ 
sociation. 

Legislation expanding the 
availability of associa¬ 
tion health plans, orAHPs, 
stalled in the 115th Con¬ 
gress, and could be reintro¬ 
duced. These plans allow 
individuals like sole propri¬ 
etors to band togetherand 
buy insurance. They're ille¬ 
gal underthe ACA but the 
Trump administration last 
year issued rules making it 
possible for so me owners to 
join AHPs However, some 
states have laws making 
it difficult or impossible for 
their residents to join the 
plans, and more states 
might enact their own leg¬ 
islation. 

Changes in health care 
law are most likely to come 


from the states, Arensmey- 
ersaid. 

TAXES 

Legislation to simplify tax 
code provisions that affect 
small businesses languished 
in the last Congress and 
is expected to be rein¬ 
troduced. Among other 
things, the Small Business 
Owners' Tax Simplification 
Act would make due dates 
forestimated tax payments 
the last date of calendar 
year quarters. It would also 
make it easier for owners 
to deduct their own health 
care premiums 
'They're common sense re¬ 
forms that are supported 
by both sides of the aisle," 
Kerrigan says 

Some business groups will 
seek further tax code sim¬ 
plification because of the 
administrative burden tax¬ 
es place on owners But 
hopesaren't high. 


"Any material simplification 
is probably not going to 
happen with the divided 
Congress," said Keith Hall, 
president of the National 
Association for the Self-Em¬ 
ployed. 

TRADE 

Congress is expected to 
consider the U.S. Mexico 
Canada Agreement early 
in 2019. The trade deal, 
intended to replace the 
North American Free Trade 
Agreement, is opposed 
by Democrats who want 
stronger protections for 
U.S. worker5from low-wage 
Mexican competition. 

Many U.S. small manufac¬ 
turers export to Mexico 
and Canada and want the 
deal ratified. 

"It'sbad forbusiness, partic¬ 
ularly for small businesses, 
if the agreement just went 
away," McCracken said. 

EMPLOYMENT ISSUES 


The Labor Department is 
expected to issue its new 
regulations on overtime — 
which employees must be 
given overtime, and which 
are exempt. The Trump 
administration is rewrit¬ 
ing rules written underthe 
Obama administration and 
then blocked by a federal 
judge; those rules would 
have doubled the pay 
threshold at which work¬ 
ers would be exempt from 
overtime, to $47,476 from 
$23,660. An estimated 4.2 
million people would have 
been able to begin earn¬ 
ing OTunderthe rules 
Kerrigan expects the rules 
to be issued early in the 
year, and predicted the 
threshold would be a 
compromise between the 
Obama administration ver¬ 
sion and no increase. 
INFRASTRUCTURE 
Legislation to repairthe na¬ 
tion's roadways and bridg¬ 
es is expected in the new 
Congress although the 
Trump administration $1.5 
billion proposalannounced 
last February foundered. 
McCracken says the par¬ 
ties remain too farapartfor 
a bill to pass — unless the 
economy provides some 
motivation for a compro¬ 
mise. 

"Infrastructure is one of 
those things that can gen¬ 
erate a lot of activity and 
bolster the economy," he 
says. Many companies that 
do the actual repairing 
of roads and bridges are 
small businesses like gen¬ 
eral contractorsO 
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Mutts 



6 Chix 



WOO-HOO/ TOOTSIE AND I JUST 
HAD OUR MOST PROFITABLE 
CATERING VEAR EVER/ 


AND YOU GET TO PICK WHERE 
WE'RE GOING TO HAVE OUR 

Celebration meal/ 

well, • 



IT SEEMS KIND OF WACKY TO 
BE CELEBRATING MV GOURMET 
► CATERING BUSINESS AT 4 
CHESTER'S CHILI DOG SHACK 



Mother Goose & Grimm 



Baby Blues 
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Conceptis Sudoku 
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Difficulty Level ★★★ 1/03 


Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 


9 

7 

6 

3 

1 

4 

2 

5 

8 

3 

5 

4 

8 

6 

2 

7 

9 

1 

1 

8 

2 

5 

9 

7 

3 

6 

4 

4 

1 

5 

2 

8 

3 

6 

7 

9 

7 

9 

8 

4 

5 

6 

1 

2 

3 

2 

6 

3 

9 

7 

1 

8 

4 

5 

8 

2 

9 

6 

3 

5 

4 

1 

7 

5 

4 

7 

1 

2 

8 

9 

3 

6 

6 

3 

1 

7 

4 

9 

5 

8 

2 


ACROSS 

1 Make a tiny cut 
5 Leftover fragment 
10 Snatch 

14 Solitary 

15 _ out; eliminate 
gradually 

16 Acting part 

17 A single time 

18 Mariner’s beacon 

20 Startling word 

21 Has a bug 

22 Thespian 

23 _ cuisine; 
gourmet food 

25 Hurry 

26 Tiny particles 
28 Terrible 

31 Merchandise 

32 Contemptible 

34 “Swing Sweet 
Chariot” 

36 Eras 

37 Leigh or Jackson 

38 Cookie Monster’s 
color 

39 Guys 

40 Seymour & 
Pauley 

41 Hovel or mansion 

42 Smacked 

44 Meandered 

45 Forest animal 

46 Isle of_; Italian 

resort 

47 Social blunder 

50 Marathon 

51 Org. for Bulls and 
Bucks 

54 Draw pictures for 
a book 

57 James _ Jones 

58 Apartment 

59 Boring tool 

60 Part of a staircase 

61 Little child 

62 Looks through a 
keyhole 

63 Sutures 

DOWN 

1 Messy person 

2 Advice to Nanette 

3 Speaking 
hysterically 

4 Baseball’s _ 
Wee Reese 
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5 Divides 

6 South American 
nation 

7 Cleaning cloths 

8 Hardwood tree 

9 Flea collar 
wearer 

10 Market owner 

11 Disastrous defeat 

12 In addition 

13 Lager 

19_as an ape 

21 Black-and-white 
birds 

24 King toppers 

25 Emcee 

26 Did the 
breaststroke 

27 Book leaves 

28 Colors 

29 Lighten 

30 Throw water on 

32 Slender 

33 Afternoon hour 
35 Garden intruder 

37 Beanstalk 
climber 

38 Wild hog 

40 Novelist Verne 
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41 Remain 48 Friendly nation 

optimistic 49 Criticism 

43 Prove an 50 Hit the ceiling 

argument wrong 52 Make tea 

44 Earnhardt & 53 European range 

Petty 55 Touch lightly 

46 Provide food for 56 Actress 

a party McClanahan 

47 Present 5719th letter 


©2019 Conceptis Puzzles, Dist. by King Features Syndicate, Inc. 
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Classifieds 


LA CABANA WEEK 52 
Special Deal!!! 

Fixed week (thu-thu) 
deeded ownership 
unit 229-C, week 52 
only $4,000.00 
occupancy 2019 
call 737-3000 

zach@buyarubatimeshares.com 

_210492 




Marriott Aruba Surf Club 

GOLD Season 

2B Oceanfront $ 14k 
2B Oceanside $8500 
GV $6k OV $7k 
3BEDRM $12500 

PLATINUM Season 

2B Oceanfront $27k 
Oceanside $ 16k 
Oceanview $ 15k 
3BEDROM $26k 
*WK. 51 OV $39k 
*WK 52 OV $46k 
* Weeks 7 and 14-all views 

Marriott Aruba Ocean Club 


GOLD Season 

2B Oceanfront $ 14k 
2B OV $8000 
1 Bed $4000 

1 Bed Oceanfront $8500 

PLATINUM Season 

2 BedOV $16000 
2B Oceanfront $24k 
IB OV $ 10k 

** Destination points $9 per 
point 

La Cabana Beach Resort 
Weeks 30-33 Unit 322BC and 
Unit 412BC Plus more. 

We Need Sellers!!! 

Costa Linda & Playa Linda 
& All Divi Weeks 


We are the #1 
Rental Timeshare 
agent for Aruba! 

We also RENT Aruba weeks for 
owners. Contact us to BUY, 
SELL or RENT any timeshare 
property. 


Contact: 

j ulie@conciergerealty.com 

888-888-2204 Ext 111 

Website: 


www.conciergerealty.com 


Halley Time Travel 


Tropicana Resort 

3 Bedroom WK # 51 Room # 
1506 

Ocean View $25,000 
1 Bedroom WK # 51 &52 Room 
#1556 

Ground Floor Waterfall View 
$25,000 Both 

Renaissance Suites 

1 BR WK # 51 Top Floor 
Harbor View $10,000 
1 BR WK # 52 3rd Floor 
overlook Pool/Ocean View 
$15,000 

La Cabana B & C 

1 BR WK # 52 4 th Floor 

$11,000 

Pool/Ocean View Saturday 
Check in 

Dutch Village 

Studio WK # 52 Room #117 
18 Weeks remain $7000 

Aruba Divi Phoenix 

I BR WK # 52 Room #502 

II Weeks remain $10,000 
Studio WK # 50 Room # 1404 
Penthouse 35 weeks remain 
$6500 

Divi Village 

1 BR WK # 52 Room# 3308 
25 Weeks remain $12,000 
1 BR WK# 1 Room# 5501 
24 weeks remain $ 11,000 

Divi Vilage 

Studio WK# 52 Room#6304 
20 Weeks remain $ 9000 
Studio WK # 1 Room# 8201 

23 Weeks remain $8000 

Divi Links Golf 

Studio Week # 2 Room # 4205 

24 weeks remain $7500 

1 BR WK # 3 Room #4102 
24 weeks remain $8500 

Call:630-1307 

johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


ARUBA BEACH CLUB 
RESORT 

1 br 51 & 52 Unit 222/224 

2 bath, 2 kitchen, 2 balconies 
lifetime ownership, sleep 6 
great for families $48,000.00 
salesmarketing@ 
arubabeachclub.net 
(297)7468396 

_210494 


Divi Links Golf 

1 BR WK # 1 Room# 4208 

27 weeks remain $8000 

1 BR WK# 1&2 Room #2252 
32 weeks remain $ 10,000 Each 

Divi Links Golf 

1 BR WK # 51 &52 Room# 2106 
35 weeks remain $ 13,000 Each 

2 BR WK#3 Room# 

4215/4216 

28 weeks remain $25,000 

Tropicana Resorts 

3 BR Wk 51 & 52 Room # 2548 
Ocean View $ 60,000 

Aruba Divi Phoenix 

2 BR Penthouse WK# 1 Room 
#672 


Marriott Ocean Club 

1 BR Platinum Oces 
$13,000 

1 BR Platinum Oces 
$18,000 

2 BR Platinum Oces 
17,000 

2 BR Platinum Oces 
26,000 

Marriott Surf Club 

Platinum Plus 

2 BR WK# 51 & 52 Ocean Front 
$ 150,000 

2 BR WK #51 Ocean View 
$ 45 ,000 

2 BR WK# 52 Ocean View $ 49 

,000 

2 BR WK #51 Garden View 
$40,000 

2 BR WK# 52 Garden View 
$45,000 

Marriott Surf Club 

Platinum 

2 BR Garden View $15,000 
2 BR Ocean View $18,000 
2 BR Ocean Side $19,000 

2 BR Ocean Front $26,000 

3 BR Ocean View $18,000 

House For Sale 

Esmeralda 

4 Bedroom , 3 Bath 
1 Appartment ,Pool 
Full Furnish , AC, 

5 Min from Palm Beach 
$425,000 

House For Rent 

Opal 5 Min walk from Palm 
Beach 

3 Bedroom ,2 1/2 Bath 
Comunity Pool $450 Per Night 


Call:630-1307 

johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


,000 

Tropicana Aruba Resort 

Police 

100 

and Casino 

Oranjestad 

527 3140 


For Sale or Rent by Owner 

Noord 

527 3200 


week 7 one Bed Unit #1532F 

Sta. Cruz 

527 2900 

View 

Fri/Fri $3,900 

San Nicolas 

584 5000 


Week 13 Two Bed Unit #4552H 

Police Tipline 

11141 

Front 

Fri/Fri $4,900 

Ambulancia 
Fire Dept. 

115 

View $ 

Contact in Aruba 
donjovi7@hotmail.com 

Red Cross 

582 2219 

Front $ 

or cell 592 0500 

TAXI SERVICES 

In US sales.cpv@hotmail.com 

Taxi Tas 

587 5900 


or cell 978 530 6077 

Prof. Taxi 

588 0035 


Caribbean Palm Village 
Christmas and New Year 

Week51 Unit E301 2BR $7,900 
Week51&52 UnitD103 2BR 
$7,900 

Week51&52 Unit B102 2BR 
$6,900 

Week52 Unit C202 2BR Best 
Offer 

Week51 Unit El 04 1BR $3,900 
Week51&52 Unit E207 1 BR 
$5,700 

Week52 Unit E305 1BR $4,900 
Week52 Unit G204 1 BR $4,500 
Contact Giovanni 
Aruba 592 0500 
US 978 530 6077 
sales.cpv@hotmail.com 

_210485 


Oranjestad: 

Dakota Tel. 588 7364 
San Nicolas 

Centro Medico Tel. 584 5794 

OTHER 

Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Mobility Equip. Gire 
568 5165 

Urgent Care 586 0448 


_210463 


CASA DEL MAR FOR SALE 

week 1 Presidential Unit #1313 
2 Br, 2 Bath, Ocean view, 

Sleeps 6 
$14,900 

E-mail gkoons2gmail.com 

_210447 


DIVI VILLAGE 

week 17 Studio Rm 3205 

king bed 4/27/19 
24 weeks left $3500 BO 
Divi Aruba floating exept. 
Phoenix 1 br, wk 11 to 50 
3/16-12/14 $3500 BO also a 
studio for $2900 BO 
rmwjmw@aol.com 
US 508 651 0016 

_210481 


DIVI GOLF 

Luxury Studio Unit 2314 

wk 50 12/14/19, 28 wks left 
$3750 BO 

Divi Dutch Village wk 26 june 
29 3 Rm tower type building 
2 1/2 Baths Rm 94-96 $5600BO 
rmwjmw@aol.com 
US 508 651 0016 


SOP 

Violence Against Women 


f 


HEALTH 

Hospital 


527 4000 
Imsan- San Nicolas 
524 8833 

DOCTOR ON DUTY 
Oranjestad 

San Nicolas 


PHARMACY ON DUTY 


EMERGENCY 


Taxi D.T.S. 587 2300 
Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828 


TRAVEL INFO 


Aruba Airport 524 2424 

American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 588 0059 

Aruba Airlines 583 8300 

Jet Blue 588 2244 

Surinam 582 7896 

Venezolana 583 7674 

CRUISES 



December 31 

Journey 
MS Insignia 
Freewinds 

AID FOUNDATIONS 

FAVI- Visually Incapasitated 
Tel. 582 5051 

Alcoholics Anonymous 
Tel. 736 2952 

Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 

Women in Difficulties 
Tel. 583 5400 

Centre for Diabetes 
Tel. 524 8888 

Child Abuse Prevention 
Tel. 582 4433 

Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 


General Info 


Phone Directory Tel. 118 
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Spacec raft opens new yearwHh flyby on solar system's edge 



New Horizons piojec t sc ieritist Ha I Weaver, of the J ohns Hopkins Uhiveisity Applied Physic s La boiatoiy, spea ks a bout new data re¬ 
ceived from the New Horizons spacec iaftduring a press conference afterfhe team received confirmation from the spacec raft that 
it has completed a flyby of Ultima Thule, Tuesday, Jan. 1 , 2019, atthe APLin laurel, Md. 

Associated Press 


By MARCIA DUNN 
LAUREL, Md. (AP) — NASA's 
New Horizons spacecraft 
pulled off the most distant 
exploration of another 
wo rid Tuesday, skimming 
past a tiny, icy object 4 bil¬ 
lion miles from Earth that 
looks to be shaped like a 
bowling pin. 

Flight controllers in Mary¬ 
land declared success 10 
hours after the high-risk, 
middle-of-the-night en¬ 
counter at the mysterious 
body known asUltima "fhule 
on the frozen fringes of our 
solarsystem, an astounding 
1 billion miles(l.6 billion kilo¬ 
meters) beyond Pluto. 

"I don't know about all of 
you, but I'm really liking this 
2019 thing so far," lead sci¬ 
entist Alan Stem of South¬ 
west Research Institute 
said to applause. "I'm here 
to tell you that last night, 


overnight, the United States 
spacecraft New Horizons 
conducted the farthest 
exploration in the history 
of humankind, and did so 
spectacula riy." 

The close approach came 
a half-hour into the new 
year, and 3 Vz years after 
New Horizons' unprece¬ 
dented swing past Pluto. 
For Ultima fhule — which 
wasn't even known when 
New Horizons departed 
Earth in 2006 — the en¬ 
deavor was more difficult. 
The spacecraft zoomed 
within 2,200 miles (3,500 ki¬ 
lometers) of it, more than 
three times closer than the 
Pluto flyby. 

Operating on autopilot, 
New Horizons was out of ra¬ 
dio contact with controllers 
atj ohnsHopkinsUniversity's 
Applied Physics Labora¬ 
tory from late Monday af¬ 


ternoon until late Tuesday 
morning. Scientists want¬ 
ed the spacecraft staring 
down Ultima Thule and col¬ 
lecting data, nottuming to¬ 
ward Earth to phone home. 
Mission operations manag¬ 
er Alice Bowman said she 
was more nervous this time 
than she was with Pluto in 
2015 because of the chal¬ 
lenges and distance, so 
vast that messages take 
more than six hours, one 
way, to cross the 4 billion 
miles (6.4 billion kilometers). 
When a solid radio link fi¬ 
nally was acquired and 
team members reported 
that their spacecraft sys¬ 
tems were green, orgood, 
she declared with relief: 
'We have a healthy space¬ 
craft." Later, she added to 
more applause: 'We did it 
again." 

Cheerserupted in the con¬ 
trol centerand in a nearby 
auditorium, where hun¬ 
dreds more — still weary 
from the double count¬ 
downs on New Year's Eve 
— gathered to await word. 
Scientists and other team 
members embraced and 
shared high-fives, while the 
spillover auditorium crowd 
gave a standing ovation. 
Stem, Bowman and other 


key players soon joined 
their friends in the audito¬ 
rium, where the celebra¬ 
tion continued and a news 
conference took place. 
The speakerstookdelight in 
showing off the latest pic¬ 
ture of Ultima fhule , taken 
just several hundred-thou¬ 
sand miles(1 million kilome¬ 
ters) before the 12:33 a.m. 
close approach. 

"Ultima fhule is finally re¬ 
vealing its secrets to us," 
said project scientist Hal 
Weaverof J ohns Hopkins 
Based on the early, rudi¬ 
mentary images, Ultima 
fhule is highly elongated — 
about 20 miles by 10 miles 
(32 kilometers by 16 kilome¬ 
ters). It's also spinning end 
over end, although scien¬ 
tists don't yet know how 
fast. As for its shape, scien¬ 
tists say there are two pos¬ 
sibilities 

Ultima fhule is either one 
object with two connected 
lobes, sort of like a spinning 
bowling pin or peanut still 
in the shell, or two objects 
orbiting surprisingly close to 
one another. A single body 
is more likely, they noted. 
An answer should be forth¬ 
coming Wednesday, once 
better, closer pictures ar¬ 
rive. 


By week'send, "Ultima fhule 
isgoing to be a completely 
different world, compared 
to what we're seeing now," 
Weaver noted. 

Still, the best color close- 
ups won't be available un¬ 
til February. Those images 
should reveal whether Ul¬ 
tima fhule has any rings 
or moons, or craters on its 
dark, reddish surface. Al¬ 
together, it will take nearly 
two yeansforall of New Ho¬ 
rizons'data to reach Earth. 
The observations should 
help scientists ascertain 
how deep-freeze objects 
like Ultima fhule formed, 
along with the rest of the 
solar system, 4.5 billion 
yeansago. 

As a preserved relic from 
that original time, Ultima 
fhule also promises to shed 
light on the so-called Kui- 
per Belt, or Twilight Tone, 
in which hundreds of thou- 
sa nds of objects reside well 
beyond Neptune. 

'This mission's always been 
about delayed gratifica¬ 
tion," Stem reminded re¬ 
porters. He noted it took 12 
yeansto sell the project, five 
yeans to build it and nine 
yeansto reach the first tar¬ 
get, Pluto. 

Its mission now totaling $800 
million, the baby grand 
piano-sized New Horizons 
will keep hurtling toward 
the edge of the solar sys¬ 
tem, observing Kuiper Belt 
Objects, orKBOs, from afar, 
and taking cosmic particle 
measurements Although 
NASA's Voyagers crossed 
the KuiperBelt on theirway 
to true interstellar space, 
their 1970s-era instruments 
were not nearly as sophisti¬ 
cated asthose on New Ho¬ 
rizons, Weaver noted, and 
the twin spacecraft did 
not pass near any objects 
known atthe time. 

The New Horizons team is 
already pushing foranother 
flyby in the 2020s, while the 
nuclear power and other 
spacecraft systems are still 
good. Bowman takes com¬ 
fort and pleasure in know¬ 
ing that long after New Ho¬ 
rizons stops working, it "will 
keep going on and on." 
'There's a bit of all of us on 
that spacecraft," she said, 
"and it will continue after 
we're long gone here on 
Earth.'□ 
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limes Square crowd braves min to bid wet welcome to 2019 



J oey Hoies, of California, uses hiscellphone as confetti fells dur¬ 
ing a New Year’s celebration in New Yoik'slimes Square, Tues¬ 
day, J an. 1 , 2019. 

Associated ness 


By REBECCA GIBIAN 
STEPHEN R. GROVES 
Associated ness 
NEW YORK (AP) — Rain 
drops fell along with con¬ 
fetti as revelers rang in 
2019 in New York's limes 
Square, capping a soggy 
New Year's Eve celebration 
that included singer-song¬ 
writer Bebe Rexha's stirring 
rendition of John Lennon's 
"Imagine" just before mid- 
nig ht. 

Crews used squeegees to 
try to remove water from 
the stages, but New Kids 
On The Block still splashed 
up puddles late Monday 
while performing their hit 
"Step by Step" on a giant 
set of steps. 

At midnight, fireworks 
erupted overlimesSquare, 
couples kissed, families 
hugged and "Auld Lang 
Syne" played over loud 
speakers. 

"It was so awesome, it's a 
once in a lifetime experi¬ 


ence," said Colleen Giam- 
brone, 55, of New Jersey. 
'Tota lly wo rth it, ra in a nd a II. 
It's incredible." 

Ihe limes Square party is 
always a marathon, with 
often cold temperatures, 
stringent security rules, 
hours-long waits and a lack 
of public toilets. But New 
Yorker Brie Dunn, 22, said 
being there "was like a true 
state of pure bliss and unity 
and love." 

"It felt like there was no 
hate in the world," said 
Dunn. 'That's what I hope 
fo r in 2019 a nd a II the yea rs 
to come." 

Spectator areas in and 
around limes Square start¬ 
ed filling up late Monday 
morning. 

As always, the celebra¬ 
tion took place under tight 
security, with partygoers 
searched at checkpoints 
and herded into pens 
ringed by metal barricades. 
Ihousandsof police officers 


patrolled with the help of 
bomb-sniffing dogs, 1,225 
security cameras and 235 
"blocker vehicles" used to 
stop potential vehicle at¬ 
tacks. Ihe event went off 
safely, with no major dis¬ 
ruptions, though the rain 
forced police to cancel 
plans to deploy a drone to 
help monitorthe crowd. 


Some people in the crowd 
kneeled on the soaked 
ground, with ponchos over 
their heads as puddles 
formed and they waited for 
performers, including Chris¬ 
tina Aguilera, Snoop Dogg, 
Dan +Shayand Bastille. 
Veterans of the celebra¬ 
tion said the rain wasn't all 
that bad, considering last 


year was one of the cold¬ 
est on record at 10 degrees 
Fa hrenheit (-12 C elsius). This 
year, the temperature was 
about 47 degrees Fahren¬ 
heit (8 degrees Celsius) as 
mid nig ht struck. 

"We're troopers. We got 
this," said Nyia Williamson, 
41, a self-described New 
Kids On Ihe "Block Head" 
who was at the party for 
the 11th time. 

Ihe biggest cheers early 
on were for event work¬ 
ers handing out foam hats 
and blue gloves For the 
unprepared, staying dry 
meant ponying up. Ven¬ 
dors charged up to $10 for 
ponchos that ordinarily sell 
for $2. 

As the soggy wait for mid¬ 
night dragged on, some 
people in the crowd grew 
grim. 

"It was a massive mistake," 
Peter Walsh, 24, said of his 
decision to attend, after 
hours spent in the gloom.Q 


With Dr. Die behind him, Anderson .Raak is feeling epic 



In this Dec. 3, 2018, photo Andeison .Raak poses fora portrait in 
New York. 

Associated Ftess 


By GARY GERARD HAMIL¬ 
TON 

Associated ness 
NEW YORK (AP) — Getting 
Dr. Dre to produce his en¬ 
tire album had Anderson 
.Paakfeeling like 'the prod¬ 
igal son," as he put it, since 
it's rare that you'll find Dre 
overseeing an entire music 
project these days. 

'To see him so inspired and 
genuinely having fun with a 
project is really dope, be¬ 
cause I don't feel like he's 
been this involved with a 
project probably since Emi¬ 
nem's first stuff," said Paak, 
now signed to Dre's After- 
math Entertainment. 

That project is 'Oxnard," 
named a fter Pa a k's Califor¬ 
nia hometown. Released 
last month, it's the third vol¬ 
ume in his "beach series," 
following 2014's 'Venice" 
and 2016's Grammy-nomi- 
nated "Malibu." 

Paak, an eclectic musician 
who blends funk, hip-hop 
and R&B, was featured on 
six songs from Dre's latest 
album, 2016's 'Compton." 
In recent years, Dre has 
become more famous for 
pushing the Beats by Dre 
brand though his resume 


includes producing hits for 
Eminem, 50 Cent, Tupac, 
Snoop Dogg, MaryJ. Blige, 
and Eve, as well as launch¬ 
ing his own multi-platinum 
albums. 

"I remember when we 
wrapped up (Dre) was like, 
'lhankyou, man. I know this 
is helping you, but it's also 
helping me a lot,"' Paak 
said. 

"I feel like it gave him a 
sparkagain." 

Dre isn't the only famous 
name to appear on 'Ox¬ 
nard," Kendrick Lamar, 
Snoop Dogg, J. Cole, Q-lip 
a nd Pusha Ta Iso a re on the 
album. 

"I feel like there a lot of fea¬ 
tures, but it did n't feel like a 
lot of features It was almost 
like, 'Oh, shoot — surprise,"' 
said Paak, adding that he 
was "humbled to be able 
to be in the same room 
with some of these people." 
Paak, a church-grown per¬ 
cussionist, describes his lat¬ 
est work as 'fun," but "sa me 
man, new car."lhe vibe on 
'Onxard" is different com¬ 
pared to "Malibu," a shift 
that was purposeful. 

'We're just never trying to 
do the same thing twice 


— it's not interesting for us. 
We just want to keep grow¬ 
ing as artists," said Paak. 
'We did a lot of rapping on 
this album. It was a lot of 
fun songs, a lot of songs to 
dance to, a lotof big, hard¬ 
hitting production." 

Ihe musician's unique 
sound has been spread¬ 


ing throughout the indus¬ 
try, and he's well aware of 
it: "I'm looking at some of 
these dudes like, 'Mo-fo, 
that sounds like me! What 
the hell?'" 

He said though he's 'flat¬ 
tered," he hopes it creates 
a resurgence of musician- 
ship in rap. 


"I would love to open up a 
lane for mo re musician-rap¬ 
pers in hip-hop, more peo¬ 
ple playing an instrument 
and performing in hip-hop, 
which is something you re¬ 
ally don't see too often," he 
said. 

Paak, 32, will get to show 
off what he can do on¬ 
stage when he launcheshis 
"Andy's Beach Club World 
Tour’ 1 next year. 

It kicks off Feb. 11 in San 
Francisco — one day af¬ 
ter the Grammy Awards, 
where Paak's song "Bub¬ 
blin' 1 is nominated for best 
rap performance. 

Winning a Grammy is one 
of Paak's goals, among 
otherthings. 

'We cracked (the) Billboard 
(chart) this time around, 
and I never really knew 
what that was like, so it'd 
be nice to stay within, you 
know, keep cracking that, 
getting higher and higher 
up. Snatch some awards, 
some Grammys. I would 
like to continue to build a 
top-notch show. I want to 
be able to be one of those 
bands, like legacy bands, 
that can tour forever," he 
said .□ 
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Old fovorites* outdated attitudes: Canentertainmentexpire? 



In this Match 15, 2015, file photo, an Apu cutout is displayed at a Simpsons Kwik-E-Mart Track in 
Austin, Texas 

Associated ness 


By TED ANTHONY 
Associated ness 
NEW YORK (AP) — The 1940 
movie 'The Philadelphia 
Story" opens with a case 
of domestic assault played 
for laughs — Cary Grant 
shoving Katharine Hep- 
bum to the ground by her 
fa c e while a ja unty music a I 
score plays. 

Eight decades later, the 
movie is clearly two things: 
uneasy fare for a post- 
#metoo culture — and an 
enduring American classic. 
And it'sfarfrom the only ex¬ 
ample of such things. 

They exist throughout so¬ 
ciety's pop-culture canon, 
from movies to TV to mu¬ 
sic and beyond: pieces of 
work that have withstood 
time's passage but that 
contain actions, wordsand 
depictions about race, 
genderand sexual orienta¬ 
tion that we now find ques¬ 
tionable at best. 

Whether it's blackface 
minstrel routines from Bing 
Crosby's "Holiday lnn,"Apu's 
accent in 'The Simpsons," 
bullying scenesin "Rudolph, 
the Red-Nosed Reindeer," 
the arguably rapey coer¬ 
cion of "Baby, It's Co Id Out¬ 


side" and 'Sixteen Candles" 
or the simplistic ally clunky 
gender interactions of "Mr. 
Mom," Americans have 
amassed a catalog of en¬ 
tertainment across the de¬ 
cades that now raises a 
series of contentious but 
never-mo re-re levant ques¬ 
tions: 

What, exactly, do we do 


with this stuff today? Do we 
simply discard it? Give it a 
free passasthe product of 
a less-enlightened age? Or 
is there some way to both 
acknowledge its value yet 
still view it with a more criti¬ 
cal eye? 

"How are we meant to feel 
about art that we both 
love and oppose?" Molly 
Ringwald, who played the 
young protagonist in 'Six¬ 
teen Candles," wrote this 
past April in The New York¬ 
er, 34 years later. As the 
decades passed, she grew 
more uncomfortable with 
some of the material that 
made he rone of the 1980s' 
biggest young stars. 
Entertainment is a by¬ 
product of its era. And 
the delicate question of 
representation pervades 
some of our culture's most 
beloved work, from Mark 
Twain's "Huckleberry Finn" 
on down. It is the wonderful 
and the problematic, often 
presented side by side. 

So if we're watching "I Love 
Lucy," do we consider how 
belittling Ricky (and most 
everyone else) is to her? Or 
do we take away the fact 
that no matter what, she is 
never contained? If we're 
listening to the Beatles, 
what do we make today 
of J ohn Lennon's 1965 song 
that began with the lyrics, 
"I'd rather see you dead, 
little girl, than to be with an¬ 
other man"? 

If we put 'Gone with the 


Wind" in front of our kids, 
what do we say when 
Mammy (Hattie McDaniel) 
acts like a happy slave who 
adores her masters? And 
for the Gen-Xers among 
us: What of Hughes, who 
captured teenage life's 
authenticity but also sent 
some fundamentally con¬ 
fusing and problematic 
sexual messages to adoles¬ 
cents? 

"If you could erase all the 
scenesthatare offensive to 
ustoday, even if you could, 
would that be a good 
idea? I don't really think so," 
says M. Alison Kibler, who 
teaches American studies 
at Franklin & Marshall Col¬ 
lege and researches how 
groups struggle forfair rep¬ 
resentation in entertain¬ 
ment. 

"I would step back from 
any kind of one-dimension¬ 
al read of movies and per¬ 
formances from the past," 
she says 

The 'Charlie Chan" mov¬ 
ies of the 1930s a nd 1940s 
seem today to brim with 
racial problems: non-Asians 
portraying Asians, fortune- 
cookie sayings spouted 
in precious accents and 
some broadly played Afri¬ 
can-American representa¬ 
tions too. 

Yet according to Yunte 
Huang, who traced the 
character's history, many 
Asians welcomed the films 
at the time because they 
represented something 


coveted: a respected 

Asian protagonist who out¬ 
witted every white person 
on the screen. 

'There's a history to every¬ 
thing. And we need to 
know history — including 
those ugly representations 
and everything," Huang 
says. 

Until the last couple de¬ 
cades, older fare resur¬ 
faced only sporadically. 
But the dawn of the digital 
era and the rapid rise of 
streaming culture means 
that now, anything can be 
accessed by pretty much 
anyone on any screen. 
That in tum means that a 
dizzying library of our cul¬ 
tural past, warts and all, is 
available at the press of a 
button. 

Consider Apu, the South 
Asian convenience-store 
ownerlong voiced by Hank 
Azaria in 'The Simpsons" — 
an unusual case because 
the show has spanned 
more than two generations 
of evolving attitudes. 

Last year, comedian Hari 
Kondabolu released a film, 
'The Problem With Apu," 
documenting stereotypes 
he saw with the character 
and its effect on entertain¬ 
ers of South Asian descent. 
The response included hints 
that Apu might fade from 
the cast of thousands that 
populate the Simpsons' 
hometown of Springfield. 
That doesn't sit right with 
Shilpa Dave, author of "In¬ 
dian Accents: Brown Voice 
and Racial Performance 
in American Television and 
Film." Apu, after all, is also 
a beloved character. Isn't 
there another solution? 

'The easy thing is to point a 
finger and say, 'Oh, that's 
terrible.' But I think we have 
to say, what are the alter¬ 
natives? How do we want 
to progress now that we 
have more information and 
a higher consciousness?" 
Dave says. 

Tim Cogshell, a critic for 
FilmWeekon KPCC-FM,the 
NPR affiliate in Pasadena, 
California,thinksa lotabout 
how yesterday's attitudes 
should be considered in to¬ 
day's environment. Part of 
his answer comes down to 
intent. 

"Sometimes you have to 
peel the onion.Q 
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Renaissance master Tintoretto's500th spans2 continents 



In this Dec. 3, 2018 photo, a visitor to an exhibition ofTintoretto works looks at his 'Presentation of 
J esus in the Temple" atthe Ducal Ralace in Venice. 

Associated Press 


By FRANCES D'EMIUO 
VENICE, Italy (AP) — A Ve¬ 
netian cloth dyer's son, 
Tintoretto spent his entire 
career in Venice, becom¬ 
ing widely considered the 
lastgreat painterofthe Re¬ 
naissance. 

The lagoon city's church¬ 
es and palazzi essentially 
serve as a permanent ret¬ 
rospective of this native 
son's formidable talents in 
using dramatic color, bold 
brushstrokes and daringly 
innovative perspective on 
ofte n-e no rmo us c a nva sses 
Still, curators here have 
encountered challenges 
when mounting tributesthis 
year to mark the 500th an¬ 
niversary of his birth. 

Some of Tintoretto's paint- 
ingscouldn't be included in 
the main exhibition, hosted 
at the landmark Palazzo 
Ducale (Doges' Palace), 
because they couldn't fit 
through its 16th-century 
stone doorways. 

And several Venetian 
churches, where the paint¬ 
er did much of his best 
work, balked at loaning 
their masterpieces. Not sur¬ 
prisingly, they are eagerfor 
visitors making the Tintoret¬ 
to pilgrimage to visit their 
venues and not just the 
stellar show , which, since 
opening in September, has 
drawn more than 100,000 


visitors. After it closes here 
on Jan. 6, the exhibition 
travels to the National Gal¬ 
lery of Art in Washington, 
D.C. for a four-month run 
starting March 10. That will 
be the first-ever Tintoretto 
retrospective outside of 
Europe. When Venice last 
hosted a Tintoretto retro¬ 
spective, in 1937, church 
paintings were cut out of 
their frames, rolled up and 


carted off to the exhibition. 
That method would be 
met with horror by today's 
art world, especially since 
nearly a score of Tintoretto 
paintings were recently re¬ 
stored, thanks to the Save 
Venice organization. 

'The churches generally 
felt, and we understood, it 
didn't make sense to move 
his masterpieces across the 
city," said Robert Echols, a 


Boston-based art historian 
who is one of the cura¬ 
tors. Some of those church 
works will go to the U.S. ex¬ 
hibition, however. 

Some of Tintoretto's great¬ 
est works can never travel, 
of course, and are being 
celebrated here. 

In the Chapter House in 
the Scuola di San Rocco , 
admirers can lay on their 
backs to see Tintoretto's 


work, which has been lik¬ 
ened to the monumental 
achievement of Michel¬ 
angelo in the Vatican's 
Sistine Chapel. Thanks to 
new lighting and strategi¬ 
cally placed mirrors, the 
Chapter House last month 
had its own renaissance 
of sorts Now visitors can 
see details in what before 
had seemed like a gloomy, 
cavernous room. 

Echols and co-curator 
Frederick llchman, chair of 
European art at the Mu¬ 
seum of Fine Arts in Boston, 
devoted much of their art 
historian careers to weed¬ 
ing out paintings that had 
been dubiously attributed 
to Tintoretto, whittling down 
what had been a list of 468 
works to just over 300 paint- 
ingsof his authorship. 
'Tintoretto, to some extent, 
is a painter who was a vic¬ 
tim of his own success," 
Echo Is said. 

Tintoretto, a pseudonym of 
Jacopo Robusti, obtained 
so many commissions, par¬ 
ticularly in his later years, 
that he farmed out some 
work, notably to his son, 
Domenico. While his genius 
was acknowledged in his 
own day, some worksdone 
by imitators or his workshop 
had been incorrectly attrib¬ 
uted to Tintoretto in succes¬ 
sive centuries.Q 


Judge denies Kevin Spacey's request Id skip court appearance 



Associated ness 
BOSTON (AP) — Former 
"House of Cards" star Kevin 
Spacey must appear in a 
Massachusettscourton ac- 
cusationsthat he groped a 
young ma n in 2016, a judge 
ruled on Monday. 

The 59-year-old Oscar-win¬ 
ning actor had argued he 
should be excused from at¬ 
tending his Jan. 7 arraign¬ 
ment at the Nantucket 
District Court because his 
presence would "amplify 
the negative publicity al¬ 
ready generated in con¬ 
nection with this case." But 
Judge Thomas Barrett de¬ 
nied Spacey's request. 
Spacey has said he will 
plead not guilty to felony 
indecent assault and bat¬ 
tery. 

The allegations were first 
brought in November 


2017, when former Boston 
TV anchor Heather Unruh 
told reporters that Spacey 
groped her teenage son 
during a chance encoun- 
terin the crowded barof a 
Na ntuc ket resta ura nt. 

An attorney for Spacey, 
Juliane Balliro, had argued 
that Spacey's presence at 
his arraignment would only 
"heighten prejudicial me¬ 
dia interest in the case"and 
inc rea se the risk of c o nta m- 
inating the jury pool. 

Emails seeking comment 
on the judge's ruling were 
sent to Spacey's attorneys 
and the district attorney's 
office handling the case. 
NeitherSpacey nor his law¬ 
yers have addressed the 
allegation publicly, but the 
actor released a video last 
week in the voice of Frank 
Underwood, his character 


on Netflix's "House of Cards" 
in which he said, "I'm cer¬ 
tainly not going to pay the 
price for the thing I didn't 
do." 

It was unclear whether he 
wasaddressing the criminal 
charge. 

Spacey's attorneys have 
also questioned the evi¬ 
dence against him. 

Los Angeles-based attor¬ 
ney Alan Jackson noted 
during a hearing that Un- 
ruh's son did not report 
the allegations to police 
right way, lied about his 
age saying he was23, and 
said he was so intoxicated 
he may have blacked out 
shortly after Spacey alleg¬ 
edly groped him, accord¬ 
ing to an audio recording 
of the hearing obtained by 
The Boston Globe. 

Unruh told reporters that 


In this May 24, 2017 file photo, 
speaker series in New York. 


her son didn't report the as¬ 
sault at the time because 
he was embarrassed and 
scared. 

Her family decided to 


Kevin Spacey participates in the 
Associated Press 

come forward after others 
went public with allega¬ 
tions of sexual misconduct 
against Spacey and other 
celebrities, she said.Q 
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Kintsugi: Broken pottery becomes more beautiful, precious 



Ibis Nov. 11, 2018 photo shows an example of Kintsugi atthe Kuge Crafts workshop inlokyo. 

Associated Press 


By UNDA LOMBARDI 
Associated ness 

If you search online for 
"kintsugi," most of what 
you'll find in English is self- 
help advice that uses this 
J apanese craft as a jump- 
ing-off point. The idea of 
repairing broken pottery in 
a way that makes it more 
beautiful than it was before 
is apparently an irresistible 
metaphor for recovering 
from life's trials and tribula¬ 
tions. 

When I tried kintsugi for my¬ 
self at a workshop in Tokyo 
recently, I couldn't help 
wondering how many of 
those writers based their 
simile on hands-on experi¬ 
ence. The craft was a lot 
more tedious than I'd ex¬ 
pected — but maybe that 
made the metaphor all the 
more true? 

The usual goal when repair¬ 
ing something is to make 
the fix unnoticeable, restor¬ 
ing an object as closely as 
possible to its original ap¬ 
pearance. Kintsugi takes 
the opposite approach: 
Chips and cracks are out¬ 
lined and filled in with gold, 
creating a new design and 
adding a material that 
looks precious. 

The craft is said to go back 
to the 15th century, and I 
was disappointed at first 
to leam from instructor Yo- 
shiko Kuge that we would 
not be using traditional 
materials. The reasons soon 
became obvious, though. 
Of course it makes sense 
that beginners wouldn't be 
using real gold — the usual 
replacement is a powder 


made of copper and brass 
— but, in addition, the an¬ 
cient method took literally 
months to complete. 

Kuge demonstrated the old 
technique by mixing a little 
sticky plant resin with clay 
powder, and then dripping 
a drop of it onto a chip on 
the lip of a cup. That was it 
for today: Now, you'd have 
towaita monthforthatthin 
layer to dry, then repeat 
the process until enough 
layers had been built up to 
fill the gap. 

Instead, we would use an 
epoxy putty that dries in 
a few minutes — an obvi¬ 
ous improvement as far as 
speed, especially for a two- 
hour class. It's also not as 
toxic as the old-fashioned 


materia Is, which can cause 
allergic reactions. 

The workshop had many 
beautiful examples on dis¬ 
play of pottery broken into 
several pieces and reas¬ 
sembled with lines of gold, 
as well as some with deco¬ 
rative additions incorporat¬ 
ed, like pieces of sea glass. 
We, however, started small, 
each choosing a cup that 
was intact except for a 
small chip on its rim. 

We each filled in the chip 
with a lump of putty that 
extended beyond the gap 
in all directions. After the 
putty dried, the next step 
was filing down the lump 
using a metal file that's flat 
on one side and curved on 
the other — flat for the out¬ 
side of the cup, curved for 
the inside. 

The gold of a finished 
kintsugi piece is textured, so 
we students were a bit sur¬ 
prised as we kept showing 
ourpiecesto the instructors 
and being told we weren't 
done yet. Turns out the tex¬ 
ture is completely due to 
the gold added later — we 
really needed to file the 
filler down till it was com¬ 
pletely level with the origi¬ 
nal surfaces, a pnocessthat 
took quite some time. Then, 
when it looked like it was 
finally perfectly smooth, 
we had to make it even 
smoother with wet sand¬ 
paper so fine you can't feel 
any roughness with your fin¬ 


gertip. 

At this point, the piece 
would normally be left to 
dry overnight, but so the 
workshop could be finished 
in one afternoon, Kuge ef¬ 
fected a little time-travel 
with the use of a hair dryer. 
Once the piece cooled off, 
finally we got to what we 
came for: the gold. 

In a tiny tray, the gold 
powder (made of brass 
and copper) is mixed with 
a resin; this is made from 
cashew nuts and is appar¬ 
ently less toxic than the tra¬ 
ditional kind. We dipped a 
fine-tipped brush into some 
thinner and then into the 
gold mixture and used it to 
first outline our chip, then fill 
it in. (This is harder on the 


inside of the cup, where it's 
hard to get a good angle.) 
Next we got to indulge in 
a tiny bit of artistic license: 
When you paint the fine 
crack that extends from 
the bottom of the chip, no 
one's going to know if you 
make it a little longerthan 
it really was. A more expe¬ 
rienced craftsperson can 
also add designs to flat 
areas; Kuge showed us ex¬ 
amples covered with tiny 
dots and with traditional 
patterns of nested half-cir¬ 
cles. 

Finally, with a larger brush, 
we took more of the dry 
powder and dusted it onto 
everything we'd just paint¬ 
ed. At first, we needed to 
be careful not to touch the 
wet surface, but once it 
was covered with powder, 
it was safe to brush off the 
extra. Although this didn't 
take the months of waiting 
that it did in earlier centu¬ 
ries, we still were not quite 
done: After two days we'd 
need to wash the extra 
gold powder off with soapy 
water and a sponge, and 
then wait two weeks forthe 
piece to dry completely. 

If you want to try kintsugi, 
you can buy Japanese- 
made kits with all the ma¬ 
terials. These will cost over 
$100 if you wait to go home 
to the U.S. and order them 
online, but even if you're 
shopping in Japan they're 
pricier than buying the 
components separately. 
Kuge provides students 
with a shopping list (with 
photos, for the Japanese- 
impaired). □ 



Ibis Nov. 11, 2018 photo token in lokyo shows co-instructorYo- 
shiichiro Kuge checking whether the filler material is filed down 
enough to proceed to the next step atthe Kuge Crate workshop 
in lokyo. 

Associated ness 



This Nov. 11, 2018 photo shows gold-colored powder and resin 
being mixed before being brushed onto the repaired area at 
the Kuge Crafts workshop inlbkyo. 


Associated Press 









